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Benicia Old Town Theatre Group 
presents 


[October 21 - November 12, 2005 


AUDITIONS AUDITIONS AUDITIONS AUDITIONS 


CON GOLDEN POND’ 


BY ERNEST THOMPSON 


601 FIRST STREET, BENICIA 
& 


PROPOSED AUDITIONS: > 
SUNDAY AUGUST 21, 2005 1-1PM 


MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 2005 7-9PM 
HISTORIC B.D.E.S. HALL- 
140 WEST J STREET, BENICIA 
COLD READ FROM SCRIPT 


"САШ. 707 745-2018 FOR AUDITION INFORMATION” 
or BOTTG BUSINESS LINE: 707 746-1269 
or E-MAIL MOESDADDY@EARTHLINK.NET 


PERFORMANCE WEEKENDS: OCT 21 TO NOV 12, 2005 
NO PAY. REHEARSALS 3HRS/EVE-AX WEEK > 


4 MEN (13- 


80), 2 WOMEN (30-80) 


THE STORY IS ABOUT THE ENDURING LOVE OF A LONG MARRIAGE. 
THE TROUBLED RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN A STUBBORN MAN 
AND HIS RESENTFUL DAUGHTER, AND. 
THE EFFECT OF A YOUNG BOY'S COMING INTO AN OLD MAN'S LIFE. 


BEAUTIFUL 


AUDITIONS AUDITIONS AUDITIONS AUDITIONS 


ANESDAY, OCT. 19, 2005 


BENICIA HERALD 


Beale (шг шүн Valeri and, Siobhan 
duer ayers in 
Fyn Clon Pons А 


0 
BOTTG play “On 


TE 


f 


WEDNESDAY 


Robert and Siobhan O'Brien 


| as Norman and Chelsea Thay- 


«г. They bring the reality of 

family relationships to the 

those ever-present lay- 

ers of emotional histories that 

electrify all human relation- 
ships between loved ones. 

Pain and the reality of 


| human mortality are not just 


in Wie play, but part of the 
lives of the cast, Director Wal- 


| Inte Тарай of Napa is а can- 


eer survivor amd Siobhan 
O'Brien was diagnosed with 
Hodgkin's lymphoma in Feb- 
тшу. She wat given an all 
clear by doctors just two 
weeks ago. 

“Sbe will wear à wig in the 


show," said her mother June, 
"She lost her hair during 
chemo." 


The 33-year-old actress 
helped the BOTTG win two 
ARTYS (for "Moon over Buf- 
falo" and "Lost in Yonkers") 
and has always wanted to do 
Pond with her 73-year-old 
actor father, who hus per- 
formed it twice before. 

"She talked him ino it" 
said June, "He was in Sutter 
Solano earlier this year after 
stomach surgery and fell out 
of bed. He had a blood clot in 
the brain and was aitlifted ta 
Mt. Diablo where he was 
unconscious for five days. His 
memory is still affected, and 
this play is hard for him, hat 
he's getting i 

Emest бє script An 
aout how each of us кайи the 
golden pond and how we 


choose to deal with the rough 
waves that rock all our lives. 

The senior O'Brien said it 
is a dream to perform with his 
only daughter. The two have 
paired before in two plays, but 
this is а retum for him to the 
Benicia stage in а play about 
the love of family, 

Five of the six cast mem- 
bers have a Benicia connec- 
tion. The role made famous by 
Katharine Hepburn, Pihet 
Thayer, is played by non- 


humans face their own deaths. 
and of family feud был drive 
unforgiving members apart 
and the power of enduring 
love. 


native Julie Helms, а 72-wear- Шау 


old from Мойра and keen 
proponent cf the show She 
Je to kis O'Brien, айа 
“the Old Poop,” м a reward 
after braving the bridge affi 
бо get here. 

Pond tackles the themes of 
‘mac vliniy hal dese t allow. 
тел 10 сту. SHOW рама ar omo- 
пова] vuluerabilily, of how 
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4. 


determined nother Edel be 
able to broker a peace before 


they par forever? 
‘Comming rom page hle Helene wih her won- 
erfal smile and cosy muet, 
len once hard haart? Can ic a erfen Ell, perhaps most 
thaw frozen rolawmships faced telbngly when she leaves both 
With the sence af fever? behind lo ask Chelsea exactly 
1 have to саай Thad to When, given all the afflictions 
eene my review of Pond ulfered by her 80-year-old 
iio a hectic Week, tacking it father, a friendship beween 
‘oto the tall end of an already- them could begin, : 
long day, and without dinner, at No Ries Ed 8 
ласт grabbed а seat a he pre. Norman Thayer: prickly, hiding Жү 
View/less rehearsal on Thu. his feelings with teasing, keep- 
SSE Брик | BOTTG scores a hit with ‘On Golden Pond 
from Vallejos Genesis House | somehow, ع‎ vd | 
who bad helped schlep heavy Review by TS Owen 
loads up the меер wars at the he les down his guard with EDITOR 
BDES til, young Billy (Dominic Peters). ——— 
This was not a sophisticated They play off each other Call them the golden 
audience, which was even more Superbly. ‘years, golden girls or the 
iur. because by iheir Isughter _ tabban O'Brien as Chelsea is good night, death and 
and applause, they loved this every daughter who ever want- decline by any other name is 
‘sworhour play of much talk and ed approval from her daddy and ‘old age and is not a popular 
tle action. didn't get it, a stretch since she theme among American 
Emest Thompson's banter obviously adores her father audiences accustomed to 


between Ethel and Norman When he isn't portraying Nor- ‘worshipping youth. 1 
DM But "On Golden Pond” 


Thayer, celebrating their АҺ mun. 
year o Golden Pond some Would-be Chelsea lover and the Benicia Old Town The- | 
‘where in Maine and facing the Charlie the mailman David ater Group's opening play of 
incviabluny of death, is sharp Hansen must be at once a fiend their new season, is about 
bat not hunfal, wise but not and failed flame while Don exactly that: the twilight 
‘wounding, witty without sar. Riblet as Dill must appear a years when you can't count 
cam. craven California dentist afraid оп another trip to the sum- 
‘Director Wallace Henderson Of bears but Chelsea's savior. ‘mer place because you can't 
Ingalls injected as mach action Ten-yearold Peters will count on another summer. 
as he could, even making the Slow down so his words are Does such knowledge 
Stagehands into ahilanous cho. clearer and the technical diffi- S 
пә of foue monges who whistle culties with the sound that 
ала sing their way through the made it appear the cabin had a 
seeng changes bug zapper will bo fixed. Spend 
Bot the мыл of Pond is in time admiring all the stu gath- 
the lines: those words that сап ered to simulate a beloved sum- 
be golden or black depending mer cabin jumbled with years 
‘on mood of the speaker andthe Of far 
стиги of the listener, Will 
father Norman and only daugh- mark table centerpieces bre —= 
ter Chelsea ever wade deep Clever loon decoys, reminding | teems with life, with complex head gently into that good formance Thursday, Nov. 10, them. 
enough imo the pond to get past Me of the days when I regularly | intimate relationships, with the night. will benefit "Cooking for Can- А bar and desserts are at each 
тшу water and float inthe heard the haunting cries of | stuff of human interaction setto К plays at the BDES Hall, cer’ 4s a gesture from the cast, show. Call 746-1269 for 
Bolden glow of family? Will loons. the music of laughter and 140 West J SL. weekends which includes cancer sur- -SIS/S12/S10 tickets. 
Pond reminds me of a lot: it | promise of redemption as we all through Nov. 12. А special per- ,vivors and those who love 


i 
a 


Benicia Old Town 


April 21 - May 13 
For Tickets Call 
(707)746-1269 


Historic B.D.E.S. Hall 
140 Wast J SL, Benicia 
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Directed By Richard Ryan 


Set Design Paul Zill 


Rehearsal Secretary Maggie Anslow 
The Cast 


Rose Marie Sweeney 
Мо. Reece 
Regine 
Patricia 
Leticia 
Mr. Goodbody 


Coleen Walsh 
Audrey 
Lady Doreen 
Violet 
Mrs. King 
Jon 


Vickie Zabarte 


MOUSING Es 
TOWNSWOMEN'S GUILD 
DRAMATIC SOCHETY 


TRRRNIDALE AVENUE 


Lighting Design Rob Woods 


Зоде Manager — Dan Clark 


‘Stephen Scott 
Gordon 
Inspector O'Reilly 


Length: Approximately two hours 
with one 20 minute intermission 


Use of Cameras or Recording, 
Equipment is Prohibited. 


No Smoking is allowed in the 
building or on the balcony. 


By Permission of Samuel French, LTD. 


EN 


DALY REPUBUC— Topsa Atri 28, 2008 M 


NTERTAIN 


Маску British mystery 


Dy Залани Baxro 
SPECIAL TO THE DAILY REPUBLIC 


BENICIA~From the mo- 
‘ment you are seated, it is evi- 
dent that something is amiss 


Housing Fate Townswomen's 
Guild Deamatie Society. 


tering the floor with chess. 
pieces. None of the cast at- 
tempts to бх anything, their 

| chatter continuing as more of 

| the set crumbles. And then the 
show begins... or had it begun 
already? 

| “The Farndale Avenue 

| Housing Estate Townswomen's 
Guild Dramatic Society Mure 

| der Mystery,” a British farce, 

| quite uved up to its biling as a 

| wacky whodunit where nothing 

| turns out as planned. The play 
elf isa play within a play, 
featuring the members of the 
Farndale Avenue Housing Es- 
tate Townswomen’s Guild Dra- 
matie Society acting out a mur- 
der mystery, "Murder at 
‘Checkmate Manor.” 

Written by David 
McGilivrzy and Walter Zerlin 
JR. and directed by Richard 
Ryan, this play is sen de 
Might any audience with te wit 
and British humar. Although 
the ntle seems mesihat 
daunting by i length, the bu- 
mar and comedic timing of the 
play and its players is easy to 
nderstend ind enjoy 
"The show begins with û se- 

res of nferturate events tat 
seem to supe tire lack af or- 
vantzaton uf the 
[Tosmswomen s Guild Adding 
to the air of maschie i the so 
|to-cpeak bead ofthe 
Tosswoenen's Guild Mrs 


‘a spectacular job 
the disarray of the guild mera- 
bert, while aiso Fespleg the au- 
dience amused with ber hilari- 
э oser dra 
hus eg 
тем 


= пенде 3 by an ur 
Filer Ali ef the victers bore 
тошка Mere ere 


The play within the play is 
notable because ofthe cast's 
frequent mistakes and scies 
‘ups. Everything that con po. 
‘wrong eventually does, and the 
lenses m Mieke beste 

n 

At times dumbfuandi be- 
caue of their ridiculousness. 
the cdot’ sip ups renge froma 
carta rod that becomes um- 
booked, to a couple of cast 
members forgetting their boe 
asd rare throragh the same 
five rescue tn 10 aes Gi 


farce 


live 


plays, as it were- and every 
бог of thema is niga ia their 
portrayal of their many totes 

Үш Zabarte. who plays 
the svacina albeit overdra 
matic, Mrs Thelma Green 
wood alo known as the ney 
erred “Мез Калы m 
perfect im ber role. Playing alo 
Daphne Bistap and Rove Daly 
op. Zarasta М hieu rater 
EE periset the 
destra vansty alter charac 
Yer portraying И 3 wa af 
rike 
Sepa Gur. via Bar 

[^ 
Goren Posh ad re e 


йил. 


perfect bumbling mas acai the 
Women af the guit, with кыз 
of hia characters Jovette la 
Weir Eko ees 

Tris Rese Marve Sweeney 
‘that dramo the show yet 
‘wath ber ineo slapping por- 
trayal ofthe bossy Moy Pathe 
[e 


s up to the hype 


darious exaggerations and por- 
trayals of the eners. 
Colecon Walsh, who mos no’ * 
лађу plays Mrs. Audrey 
‘Havers, isa true ingenue in her 
bede oe =" 
en pocas widiferent | 
Goon eh rere 


«arte dity and overt femi- | 
nine Mire Audrey Havers to the | 
« feeble eld spinster aunt | 
Сапе Viman, playing Pawn, | 
every good in ber understated 7 
olo зл tho mysterious маје | 
Ullnan's Panis eser on cue. 
and scems nether to pati ne | 
none 
ay 


"The отеди Avenue 
үчү Towiwaneg s | 

Quid Drametie Society Murs 

|. der yvy" ік pure бешм $ 
Por oll олсок beate utita | 
deci coating The dw in 
approsinnatey two hours w 

enar wah a Nonno iter 
missen thal ене further 
‘tetas tom bet nce tha Par 
Aule МШ wnd We abe 


Secun uri a d жеши at 
еуин 
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Benicia Old Town 


` BY DAVID MCGILLIVRAY 
AND WALTER ZERLIN JR. 


DIREGTED BY 
RICHARD RYAN 


FRIDAY 


"ER е m 
New BOTTG show is la Ape 14,2006] £ 


day show start at 4 pm. For 
$20 Я 


Lots of laugh a '&OTTG play 


Чот. had Gey 


Culeen Wahh, мё, aed Vickie Zaharie in BOTH Ver 
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Vojvoda ssid she would be 
mies i. 150 vo 200 pepe 
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jons ane expensive,” 
she said. “Every year, it seems 
Tike the соч of renting equip. 
er pad Mr ae 
expenses keep 
mee op WA Ur o 
difficul." 
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Book- 
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Auditions start Sunday for “Greater Tuna” 


вее Саде 
ISTANT EDITOR 

Staring this weekend, The 
Mencia Old Town Theatre 
Group and the Solano Reper- 
tory Company are looking for 
Iwo men to play multiple roles 
т (ен биз! joint 

The auditions for "Greater 
Tona” are Sunday and Mon- 
day in Renicia. The show, 
directed by David Lagle, 
opens at the Missouri Street 
Theatre, home of the SRC, on 
Sept. 29, and at the BDES, 
Hall, home of the BOTTG, oa 
Oct. 27. 


people, These two men run the 


ge Show. The chosen actors are 


manger. said BOTTG Presi- 
dent Dyanne Vojvoda, adding 
that he is nominated for an 
‘Arty award for his direction in 
BOTTG'S production of 
“Over the River and Through 
the Woods” He abo per- 
formed both roles in the San 
Francisco production of 
"Tony and Tina's Wedding” 
Appointments are required for 
auditions, which are from 1 to 
А pim. on Aug. 20 and from 7 

1. 

i Dyanne 
Vojvoda said, "(This show) 


does require very experience}! 


wired to effect multiple 
costume changes as they por- 
tray the show's colorful 

of characters, incl 
women, Vojvoda said. 

Potential cast members 
should also be between the 
ages of 25 and 60. 

According 10 the BOTTG 

ident, "(Greater Tuna") is 
about the third smallest town 
in Texas, and it takes place at 
a radio sition." 

An online synopsis says 
"Greater Tuns” is the third in a 
series of three plays authored 
by Jaston Williams, Joe Sears 


and Ed Howard, which was 
Followed by “Tuna Christmas” 
and “Red, White and Tuna“ 
"The synopsis continues that 
the play is both a fond look at 
and salire about life and atti- 
tudes in the South. 

Vojvoda and — others 
involved in the production 
have said that the two groups 
acquired rights t0 the show 
around the same time. Rather. 
than pulling on two separate 
productions, the theatre com- 
panies decided to collaborate 

stead, 

Thespíans skilled enough to 
portray Tuna's multiple inhab- 


746-5526 for am зидот 
appointment, Esch chosen 
actor receives а stipend of 
$1,000. 

Vojvoda said the 
candidates would get а ca 
hack on Tuesday. Preparation. 
begins shortly after, she said, 
and the actors should expect 
to devote multiple hour. io 
rehearsal about four nights a 
week. 

Sunday's auditions are at 
601 First St, in Benicia. Mon- 
days auditions are al the 
B.DES. Hall, located at 140 
W.J St. in Benicia, 


itants are invited to call (707) 


THE DAILY REPUBLIC 
AND FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY SERVICES 
PRESENT 


22nd 
Annual 
Gala 


Celebrating Solano County Theater 
Sunday, September 10, 2006 • 6 p.m. 


THE DAILY REPUBLIC: 
ror Foy MeHougMen. Publisher Bill Jomes, Feoturey Editor Potty Amador, Arts Writer Stephanie Jul 
Video Production by Daniel A. Brown. Program Design by Katie Shodduck 
CITY OF FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY SERVICES: 
lor of Community Services Jill Broga. Technical theater Coordinator Dorien Lo 
топ Crystal Coordinator Tom Warr, Program Coordinator Todd Gram 
nd Facility Maintenance Supervisor Oliver Young 


2005-2006 ARTY JUDGES 


John бомопо, м: 
'lstino, Patricia Hall, Jl норі! 


SPECIAL THANKS TO: 


‘Tuna’ 
is joint 
effort 


By RICH FREEDMAN 
Times Неш йай weer 


е Benicia Old Town 
‘Theatre Group was 
itching to do "Greater 
Tuna.” So was the Solano 
Repertory Compan} 

David Rodgers JE. the 
production manager at the 
Missouri Street Theatre. 
and Arts Academy in Falr- 
field, had already been 
asked to direct "Greater. 
Tuna” for the BOTTG. 

‘The prospect of compet- 
ing productions didn't 
appeal to Rodgers. Rather 
than a duel at 20 re- 
hearsals, he had a better 
Idea: Combine the two. 

ince I knew the SRC 
was doing it, too, I figured. 
what better way to Join 
companies together?" he 


х . "So 1 arranged the 
meeting, and here wo are.” 
Not that there aren't 
challenges involved in the 
joint venture. "At first, 


Times-Herald 
‘Sunday, August 13, 2008 


Times-Herald 


SUNDAYOUTLOO 


"GREATER TUNA’ unites the Solano Repertory Company 
and the Benicia Old Town Theatre Group in a joint 


production of tho two-man play. 
€ 5 


both groups had con- 
‘Audition 


cerns,” said Rodgers, who 
explained how both com- 
panies would share costs 
and save money — and, 
the same time, "produc 
feat quality fa Both Fair 


‘Auditions: Greater Tuna’ 
When: 110 4 pm. Aug. 20, 
7109 pm. Aug. 21 
Contact: 746-5526 
Wanted: Twa men, ages 
25 to 60, to play тире 
characters 


aa 


David Lagle selected for 
that job. Rodgers 
remained as production, 
‘manager "to assure 


{See AUDITIONS, B3) 


town are portrayed by only two. 


MUBCINS, Jew Angorsen (cians), Steve Hanten (tats). Bab Hader (drums). and Walt Wadenius (umet): 
н апа oli thy Ану: "behind n 
The show could not ge on without you! 


ma Altes Bostormert prozei 


ARTY PARTY CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION 


FAIRFIELD CENTER FOR CREATIVE ARTS 
1038 TEXAS STREET, FAIRFIELD, CA 94533 


Ho fash preferyophy ot Wdoctopirg ding the awards prosantaten. риге 


(by esto mara a Пам кч М көзө, rac by ord La 
eres Rod Rye acd Jom Brewer 


тм abr Tea wn third amaban We where Un 
Lions CM hı toa Maral ond Pay Ала Pavel as 
Tra aran hora uhr) tagen mre an opea egit 
gia paty нү Jo beers Ist Wand ard EY Hee 
hat pon эл я onn of би at cct fab пе 
AE erga Wann 


CT 
ота m Sean 


[ue 

theatre, etd Gr атина 
"The hdarean dera whieh tsp 

И 

VMoworl haa pore eo tà 

serrer м ишет fr 


hu vene vac d da vo pida 
action wor tabs pha atn; 
dou propie oa Late weer by 


orbes 71, 2006 а и an 
ene Wee om (Mar 
Краће 1а, Ж Боа аты, 
тү cok буу an oF pin 
sad hede went a а à pom 


Auditions 


(From B1) 


‘evorything runs smoothly." 
‘As with the original "Tuna" 
duction, there are only two featured 
performers and both will earn 
$1,000 cach for the extended per 
formance engagements that run. 
‘Sept, 29 through Oct. 22. ak the 
‘Solano Кор and Oet 27 through Nov. 


actors, Rodgers said 
“Everything else hy vated on 
added. 


formers, making this satire om 
rural America even mote del 
as they depict all of the 
of Tuna — men, women, 
and animals 
"The early tour dates found an 
instant audience east to cust аз 
the show played to packed hoses in 
San F'rancico, Atlanta, 
ad пано befe 
Sears and Wiliams fund them. 
selves perforing Greater Tuna far 
more than a year OFF а 
Cirete in the Square Theatre 
successful New York run led te an. 
HRO Special produced by Norman 
Lear which took the Tuna. plene. 
eod Vo every cy io America 
It 2085. Greater Tuna was the 
saos produced play io the United 
ni ad ries 
munity 
ad фе ВН vore tê 
Tie 
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EI EES See Tang problems or the Deer N ee ee 
center's repin. She ым 
| wha de олау 
< — m x 
= 


onthaed fci paga A1 
GE Я „ФЕ eodem fm The башы > ip” Bums sd 
Commitee member Karen Howse assisted with ivy removal donors, anyone is interested in work 

Вата tad nich work nani inthe, from шк of Ve pounds, and Seg and P bonow La Ep roer hn 

fo be done end resources axe enting to Bums, the men pen said but Í won tonal A Histo Tour is 

Фаш ns, ‘Bums said she fs also worked: on Get 7 fom Iam opns 
o Bus said the city helps with for 

some of the small maintenance 
M due. Ne moving Ше tres 
4 364 mowing the lawn, bor the 
ent rp dope LES EET 
шке Up бе py the comitas, „ү QURE all restoration the tombstones. The men uncov- 

The Coney Resrsion p, Today, the Cy of Benicia's i 


2: ered six grave sites, all of which am. r H 
EE ent de me SEIT The Benicia Historical Soriety 
RE Bmp par me oe аз prob- : due Anode сто member Cemetery Restoration Committee 
Fs of dollas wan of damage. Jer (acing ths department are Invites you, your friends and family to our 8th annual 
‘sis House was able to help out 


2 EEE Benicia City Cemetery Tour 
Cemetery A 


—~ ~~~ 


AE 
majority of the $4,700 still 
ES 

‘said he has gone to 
шыш: 
eae 
However, be sai he would keep 


: nts [e eens or oe 3 | we have also completed 68 more 
EYE Gui VM dd ped historic headstone restorations with the 
va ye Bie Conde impr AR (MO i monument company “Silva's Designers 
CN BEES = | of Lasting Memorials”! 
THURSDAY ењ, 


| We have identified many many more 
SET 7, 2006 / historic headstones that need tobe 


w off restoratior I t pepe 
Cemetery tour to show off restoration work LE 


The Benicia Old Town Theatre Group (BOTTG) 
Will have some of their members in period 
By lan : үн В character costumes. Come out and join the fun 
and learn about our fantastic historie Cemetery! 


\ ! (re х The City Cemetery is located just off East 2™ St, 

ла Ску Cn г. «Ait s i ‘ake Riverhill Rd. (across from McDonald's) and. 
Ts Mil ues, ton 1 : й You will go straight into the cemetery, 
veel i pig nd vedi 


) 4 FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 707-745-1822 
med headriones жу] memoriais 7 li ; 


CONTRA COSTA 


Just m tame for 


à cham o see the 
ide f бе f a 
v ушу корасы 19 
lj of ev Morin] ew. 


, Темка Ыта aal a р 
di da d mi TE Meister te Bares OU. be 
Per I LIE ^, aem Theater Оюу wil yl 
Bin up y курсака m pend 
réf cose 
Venn wil dg up eit т 
у= vie of de home бду - ТҮҮЛ 
em . May. Tor emer, би cen Dimes os 
EE OE Very ою hal n entrance бш м 
MM $a MM Roues vox magi ip Na аа — € 
ek "s we 4 ne facon ба ма мї wi 
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“GREATER TUNA” 
“GROUP DISCOUNTS 


GREETINGS FROM THE BENICIA OLD TOWN ere АНЫ 
THEATRE GROUP: appeal) 
пу Sarton Wiis, Jos sors эе be Monast 
WE CORDIALLY INVITE YOUR GROUP Pme 
OF TEN OR MORE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF RE 
‘OUR GROUP DISCOUNT IF THIS IS YOUR ke 
FIRST VISIT, WE HOPE IT WILL NOT BE — rep 
YOUR LAST! OUR SOLANO COUNTY ARTY- $ 4 
AWARD WINNING NON-PROFIT COMMUNITY October 27 - November 18 
THEATRE HAS BEEN ENTERTAINING at Benicia Old Town Th 
CROWDS FOR THE PAST FORTY-TWO. 
YEARS. GATHER YOUR FRIENDS! “GROUP 
DISCOUNT ONLY AVAILABLE IN BENICIA 


FEW SHOWS HAVE SUSTAINED THE 
LONGEVITY AND POPULARITY THAT ‘GREATER TUNA” HAS ENJOYED OVER THE 
YEARS. IT IS A HILARIOUS COMEDY ABOUT TEXAS’ THIRD SMALLEST TOWN, 
WHERE THE LION'S CLUB IS TOO LIBERAL AND PATSY CLINE NEVER DIES THE 
ECLECTIC BAND OF CITIZENS, INCLUDING MEN, WOMEN. AND CHILDREN. THAT 
MAKE UP THIS TOWN ARE PORTRAYED BY TWO TALENTED ACTORS. 


RICHARD RYAN AND JIM BREWER, 
8PM EBUSAT "OCTOBER 27 - NOVEMBER 18 
4PM SENIOR SUNDAYS, OCTOBER 29, NOVEMBER 5, 12 


mher 29 - 10 on MORE GROUP BATES INCLUDE: RESERVED SEATING DISCOUNT 
eptem? i Stree! -ADULTS: $14. (FRI/SAT); (SENIOR SUNDAYS) SENIORS (62)& STUDENTS (WAD) 
at Missouri 


$11, ADULTS; $14. 
mber 18, 2006 


е Group ATTENDANCE BY GROUPS LIKE YOURS HELP ENSURE OUR CONTINUED EXISTENCE IN THIS 
atr se TALENTED AND ARTISTIC COMMUNITY. ALL PROCEEDS HELP DEFRAY OUR OPERATING 
EXPENSES FOR THE 20062007 SEASON. 


and 


E 


or EMAIL www.beniciaoldtowntheatregroup.com 
“NO GROUP DISCOUNTS FOR OPENING NIGHT CHAMPAGNE GALA- S20. 


By Kevin RYAN 
DAILY REPUBLIC CORRESPONDENT 


FAIRFIELD — lesa siz- 


Texas day in pot so-mythical 
Greater Tuna; the third small- 
{t towa in Texas and a breed- 
ing school for bigotry. 

Sobering and silly in its nar- 
row-mindedness, Tuna isa. 
town that applauds high school 
‘essays such as "Human Rights 
= Why Bother” and bans 
“Roots” for "only showing one 
side of the slavery issue.” 

Written in 1984 and master- 
fully presented at Missouri 
Street Theatre, “Greater Tuna” 
balances biting satire and 
comedic wit with almost re- 
эрес affection. The audi- 
ence feasts on a Tuna casserole 
comprised of the lives of 20 of 
Greater Tuna's citizens ~ all 
played by only two male actors. 

‘The play starts out with the 
hysterical morning broadcast 
of Thurston and Aries on 
Tuna's own Radio Station, 
OKKK, with its measly 275 
watts, in Tuna ira OK to have 
a radio station trumpeting the 
Ku Klux Klan, whose trifling 
wattage amply illuminates the 
dim thinking of townsfolk, 

‘Through a cavalcade of hi- 
larious and pathetic characters, 
‘we embrace small-town scure 
‘lous scandals, fumbling 
foibles and sincere but pathetic 
self-styled dramas. It's a town 
where the Tasty Freeze toot- 
sies, Inida Goodwin and Helen 
Bed schiep hauto cuisine jut 
across from the Piggly Wiggly. 

During two acts and 12 
scenes with dizzying costume 
changes, we pop in for break- 
Sas 
view for “Intellect” е, 
(a periodical that will never 

race Tuna's libraries), sit agog 

the insane doings of à strych- 

nine-slinging canine killer 
whose plans go awry and cruise 
by the averpass and bemoan 
how hobos under the bridge are 
making it so there is nowhere 
fitto throw your агра, 

We are then enjoined to pick 
upa cheap used weapon sure to 
ll somethin uncover a funny 

p 7} yet evil act of revenge. 
Solano Wepertory Company & commiserate witha perpetual. 
Benicia Old Town Theatre Group present... ly rejected port 


prayer. 
Under tbe truc-to-script 

dever direction of David Lagle, 

a seasoned Sereen Actors Guild 


жашда а book barner, a ju* 
verde delinquent, a cüchd- 


NS 
аата ана 
Tm 
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Martinez News Gazette ` Through Nov. 8 


greater Tuna‏ سے 
Wc son October 26-20, 2008 13 Mee To‏ 
“Theatre Group, is now showing at‏ 
BDES Hall. The play tells the _‏ 
story of the third smallest town in‏ 
Texas and. is quirky inhabitants.‏ 
The 8 p.m. shows run on the‏ 
weekends through Nov. 18 at‏ 
BDES Hall. For ticket info, call‏ 
or g0 to www.beni-‏ 746-1269 
ciaoldtowntheatregrouP. com.‏ 


(The Comedy with 
“TEX” appeal) 


e and tid Howard The Comedy with “Tex” appeal 
mans non Oct. 27 - Nov 18 


2 soes м Benicia Old Town Theatre Group 
440 West S Street • 746-1269 
www.beniciaoldtowntheatregroup.com 


‘ow is your chance to join 20 of the wackiest, 

most unforgettable characters this side of the Rio 

Grande in the Benicia Old Town Theatre group's 

fall production of "GREATER TUNA", Join such local 

Fisk, the SPCA puppy pusher, Bertha 

Bumiller in her quest to remove ROOTS from the school 

bookshelves as it “only shows one side of the slavery issue", 

and Didi Smaviey, who sells used weapons which are 
If we can't Kill, I's immortal!" 

intelligent comedy" by 

RD at it's opening. 


stage begin 
FAIRFIELD DAIL 
balances biting satire 
respectful affection." He deseri 
townsfolk with depth and aching hearts bom of ignoranco 
' hd easy unwise decisions." Do not miss this opportunity 
for an evening of pure fun, belly laughs, and a satiric 
skewering of all that’s small-minded and ignorant. 

"As a SPECIAL NEW FEATURE for our patrons, we are 
now offering an hors docrve plate catered by Java Point on 
Fridays, November 3rd, 10th, and I7th. For an. additional 
charge of $15.00 you receive the plate and one drink of your 
Choice with your ticket (advance reservations are required- 
707 745-4491). 

ad, won't you consider joining us for the OPENING 
NIGHT GALA on October 27th? In addition to food catered 
by the Java Point Cafe and complimentary champae 
following the production, we have pre-show entertainment 
provided by the "VALLEJO PIONEERS" square dancing, 
Troup (Caller: STEVE MYERS) sure to make You ЫР your 
BE boy boots! At $20.00 per ticket, its guaranteed to Р A 
cole an your face and make you want more.. it will it 
willl! 

oot 

BENICIA OLD TOWN THEATRE GROUP hosts this 
month's Benicia Chamber of Commerce mixer (10/10). 
Raftle prizes! Drinks! Entertainment! Great food catered by 
2nd Street Grill! 
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BENICIAHERALD 


Out & ABOUT 


“Greater Tuna" has Texas charm... 
col da itai: 


‘ences ike 
lend Маде очив fur tbe portrays of Фе «сйм 
T a cm Mi 
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proudly presents 


[(The Comedy with 
` ” appeal) 


By Jaston Williams, Joe Sears and Ed Howard 


STARRING 
Richard Ryan and James Brewer 


Directed by David Lagle 


September 29 - October 21, 2006 
at Missouri Street Theatre 
and 

October 27 - November 18; 
at Benicia Old Town Theat 
в 


ота, 


527 рт PT, Wednesdng, Nov 1, 2008 
Have You Been Tunnaed? 
5: E-Mail a 

friend 


"Greater 
OLD TOWN THEATRE GROUP production on 
‘Opening night. Oh, what a night it was! 


Ф 


ЕЁ 


to enjoy "Greater Tuna" at the BENICIA OLD. 
‘GROUP production on On 
We woro entertained by te 


жа 
ш 


if 
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WE 'E 
HMO'S th 1 ns or John N 
Mt. Diablo and all major PPO 


Fred Bayon, M.D. 
VWosed Certified: Internal Medicine 


Trai - Hoa Nguyen, м.р. 


Hoard Cerir 


Paige Yoshisato, M.D. 
Board Certified. Family Practice 


David L. Guzman, D.P.M. 
Foot and Ankle Specialist Po 
For De. Guzman appointments сай (707) 552-1414 


viv 
—@— 


155 Glen Cove Marina Rd., Suite 100 Solano Primary Care 
Vallejo, CA 94591 « (707) 558-8601 ee 


BENICIA OLD TOWN THEATRE GROUP 


Proudly Present 


(The comedy with "TEX" appeal) 


By Jaston Williams, Joe Sears, and 
Ed Howard 


Directed By David Lagle 


H 
H 
H 
ГЕ 
EH 
H 
H 
Н 
H 
H 
Н 
H 
Н 
H 
$ 
H 
H 
H 
H 
H 
$ 
H 
Н 
H 
H 
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October 27—November 18, 2006 


EER EE KERE 
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5 cft Benicia | 


All the words 


ps by TS Ort 
Атаве gian fo 
eon up beeps on ^ 

The Апет w wa тех, full of aca чү and 
bearded up 71, the lat president М the 
Besin OM Tene 71 Maryann Winters were icol ати уут 
Vira Street and they уи t started in rir mz 

The tica sors to spice ыр those bonded up Pu 

mek of We M Street paid six of 2 
Macks cant recall hat they painted. ja that n Yorke 
‘winery and piain bonds KO in the wake of wh 
viewed asthe Army's desertion. They ato proposed ordinances to 
tori beding amd promoted entertainment ta entiven the aYirsphere 

Malicki moved from Vallejo with her Барат Tom and three children in 
1956. Hy 1963, downtown was а “wasteland,” she said. They Joined the OM 
Toen Group in 1964. 

аз а fun-loving group.” she sald. "We did more than just райм. The f 
department held musters with otber fire departments when they raced their 
antique equipment, We entered the hose сап rae, We ted what were then 
Calle dics "unmentionables to our fire hore and Barbara Fugate heM onto 
the nozzle end and they сап the сап from where the brary ts now urward City 
Park in fifty-foot sections. As И unrolled, the unmentionables flew. We'd poked 
holes in the end and the firefighters до soaked when they fumed the water on. 
They loved it and immediately asked us to do И їп their towns.” 

From panties flapping in the breeze to climbing the steeple of St Paul's 
Church or hazarding the steep roof of the Captain Edward Von Pfister home 
3280 West J to slap on a new coat of paint, the Old Town Group looked for 
Ways to perk up the town that эх yet had no houses in the hills. 

“We had horse pasture across the street from us,” she said. 

"There wasn't much beyond downtown. We met once a month in cach 
other's homes to cook up more schemes.” 

‘One of their projects was the railroad depot which was sunk ín the Bay mud, 
empty and moldering at the foot of First. With funding from Humble Oil, the 
group scrubbed and painted It, christened it the Benicia Art Center and opened 
эп ап gallery in 1970. In 1971, they restored the 1060 Fischer-Hanlon house 
next to the State Capitol. 

"We did the first coastal clean-up in 1969," she said. “1 
of tires and rubbish from В Street south. Scavengers had dui deep holes ай 
‘ver looking for bottles, it was dangerous." 

As many ss 60 belonged to the group in its heyday, she sad. They spon- 
sored parks and planted trees. 

“They attracted 200 to their fit dinner theatre in 1964. 

"We had traveling theatre groups perform in the IBES Hall The first one was 
“Anniversary Waltz sald Malicki, who runs the gift shop for the Beni 
Historical Museum. “We even wrote our own, called Denny and the Witches 
The antique stores all loaned us the props for It” 

Some members wanted to contribute to improvement projects but not enter- 
tainment so the group split amicably in 1973. 

“Many of us belonged to both" sald the perennial props mistress. 

As the city grew, the need for the Old Town Group shrank when other 
groups took om their tasks, she sad. She convened the last meeting in April 
1979, with a dozen members. 

The Old Town Theatre Group played on, earning Artys and accolades for ts 
work, putting on at least one play я year and as many as three and continu- 
ing the tradition of being fun-loving and forward-thinking. 

"This is the first time we have collaborated with another theatre group.” said 
President Dyanne Vojvoda of this fall's production. “its ben fascinating 
working with another group. For one thing. they pay their people because 
they can’ get volunteer 


"For another, we're very organized." 
"Greater Tuna,” which ran in San Francisco for seven years, just became 


available for community theatre, and BOTTG snapped up the rights along with 
Fairfield’s Solano Repertory Company. The two use the same director, David 
Lagle from Benicia, and actors, James Brewer and Richard Ryan from San 
Francisco, along with other economics. 

The costume changes alone are an economy as both veteran actors switch 
clothes as quickly as characters, constantly vanishing and reappearing behind 
ıa tripartite set. Benician Sylvia Gregory is responsible for the smooth transitions. 

"Both of the actors wanted to do the show so badly, the commute didn't 


ins en the Winters mee 


“Greater ena" dem with tao racy aen (Пи! Ryan and Jes теа) wh 
Hap de audience on thr (йг of Hei eoi vane of тыл. 


er garaje where she was pulling costine fio 


matter; Vojvoda said 
layed! local luminaries мие at the City 


racks for BOTIG members who ph 
Cemetery at Last month's tour. 
She's been рап of the group since moving here з quarter of в century aj 
and vias president for five years before her husband tea ever this year. 
A retired probation officer, the theatre was a respite for the grim really of her 
Job. She has attended countless Arty ceremonies to watch the group win. 
including the gratifying year of 2004 when BOTTG swept the Solano County | 
awards for “Moon over Buffalo; 
Challenges include the venue. 
ac jore senors every year who ум can't make ilone stairs anymore 
The stagfe is not level, making musicals hazardous, and the sound is lest 
than Ideal 
“It was bull as a dance hall, not a theatre,” she said. 
“Our patrons started slipping away with the Dean Lesher Center far tbe Arts 
ind the bridge toll hikes, but we keep changing to fct them back" 


The collaboration is one change, as is the offerto reserve dinner from Java 
Point Café Friday nights this fall (745-9941) and have it delivered tothe theatre. 

‘Opening night October 27 will be a big Texas Hoedown. Vajvoda encour- 
ages everyone to dig out their ten-gallon hats, don their boots and he ready 
to hoot and holler at the square dance in the old dance hall. И 


- BOTTG production 
“Greater Tuna" a whale of a play 

A hilarious glimpse of a redneck Texas town seen tough is 
radio station OKKK, “Greater Tuna” Jaros the audience ий Just 
with rapid fire wit but in guessing what in the world the two 
actors will look like in thelr nest character change 

Written by Jaston Williams, Joe Sears and Ed Howard, Greater 
Tuna is the quintessentially politically correct play-makim fun of 
everyone: efi, right and cente. 

It's casy to call it a grassroots-bashing, left-handed slap wt all 
righteous conservatives—until the humane society man promotey 
homes for homeless ducks. 

This is sly, stick and sizzling humor-if you blink nr sneeze 
‘you'll miss а zinger, The DJs of station OKKK are ax normal s» 
their counterparts In stations across heartland USA. until they 
transform into their audience, advertisers and families. The fun, 
once begun, never lets up. 

From used guns guaranteed to kill to Unidentified Flying. 
Chalupas to the Piggly Wiggly store and Tostee Freez waitress 
Helen Bed to Smut Snatchers out to ban words sod puppy pushers 
addicting children to pets, nothing i sacred, safe orsa. 

Greater Tuna is а Texas-size hoot. It plays weekends їп Ienicla 
at the BDES Hall from Oct. 27 10 Nov. 18. 

Go to wwwebeniciaoldtowntheatregroup com or call 
746-1169 for information and tickets 


ET ___ 


Î and FERRE 


prolly presents 


(rie Comedy with 
“ТЕХ” appeal) 
on Williams, Joo Sears 
E r^^ Ed Howard 
STARRING 
Richard Ryan. 
and James Br 
Directed by David Lagle 


18, 2008 
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Benicia Old Town 


Benicia Old Town 


Group 


r Tickets Call 
746-1269 


A directed Б 
Pee May J R ke 
For. Tickets Call 


ier ond mutaken iden- 


i Historic B.D.E.S. Hall s n the Benicia Old 
((707)7426-1269 140 West SU Benicia a at d we 


Ten 
| 


из trv 5 А. the tal- 
| www.beniciaoldtowntheatregroup.com ide 


ад might with catered 
ary champagne follow 
veryone is inviti to. 
Opening eight nekes 


ot Histone BDES. 


discounts or раар» of 10 


Call BOTTO at 746-1209 а go ә 
КҮЛҮК 
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ЕВепісіа 


= BOTTG’s 
43rd Season 
Ender 


Photo & Caption by TS 
Janet Duhe and Dan Clark began creating their characte 

month for the Benicia ОМ Town Theater Group's latest prod, 

Lend Me a Tenor by Ken Ludwig. а fitting follow-up for the wildly 

funny Greater Tuna last fall and BOTTO's first ever production 

Anniversary Waltz in 1964. ИЗ a zany farce about opera, sex, 

laughter, and mistaken identity set in the 19305 directed by 

Benkia's Irv Siegel with performances Fridays and Saturdays at 

В pam. ($17) and 4 p.m. Sunday matinces ($13) from April 20 to 

May 12 at the BDES Hall on West J, For more information, call 

746-1269, visit. wwwbcnlciaoldtowntheatregroupom or email diroctod by 


infohbeniciokiowmbiigoupeom. IB pg i April 20 - May 12 IRV SIEGEL 


For Tickots Call Historic B.D.E.S, Hall 
(707)7A6-1269 440 West J St, Boneia. 


www.beniciaoldtowntheatregroup.com 


s, Proudly presents 
rou 


vate 


Ch sels he biggest inthe | 
and Opera Companya Tho | 

| 

| 


By KEN LUDWIG | 2d ie isto perfor 
directed by IRV SIEGEL шиша. 
[Join us Opening Night for Show & Gala April 20+ $22.00 (а роуа 


e THEARTS ө 
*Lend Me a Tenor’ hopes to sing in Benicia 


By RICH FREEDMAN they were irying to narrow For the veteran Benicia 
کا‎ It down ot they weren't actor, there's not that mich 
with wha diference being on stage or 
E orehestrating those on 
а - stage. of 
d pte ША "Even when Гүл aeting, a since Are 
is the Whole 


“з 7" Sega їп боса "ees Tonore a, 
Re la tes 


not = 

T 0 thal much different than iare Gon Chet 

EGA Kerem IE Urey had Aranan D ACTORS COLEEN WALSH and Dan Cla 
ntn mde fid viere ael аы (See TENOR, 83) rehearse for ‘Lend Me a Tanor.” 
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finds his groove. mixture of wifely devotion, 

TENOR He delivers effective sossiness and funny tralian 
Ez: re^. comedic. timing as he transi- phrasing to bring her character 
Continued from page Al tions between the role of an lo life, Each time Maria leaves 


Me a Tenor” manage to adjust 
By Sena Christian ‘Scheduled to perform the lead though, are a justifiably jeal- seamlessly to shifting charac- 
Statt Writ in “Otello.” for a Cleveland ous wife, an obstinate hus- ter roles and play well off one 
ing band and plenty of spousal another, especially in the sec- 

Tithe second act of “Lend fighting. onde Š А 
Ме a Tenor,” one character When everything starts lo Mantione is likable as the gress, matching hat and scar- tion. Maggie is believable as 
‘asks another if he is out of his unravel in these characters" timid, eager-to-please Мах, Jet lips, she steals the stage. Tito's No. 1 fan, but you can't 
mind, to which the man played by Christopher Man- lives the fun gets going. Wife but when he adopts the per- Rozei displays the perfect help but question her charac- 
replies: “I'm not so sure." And бопе, and an anxious general Maria, played with gusto by sona of Tito, the actor really 
зо explains the tale of mistak- manager named Saunders, Sarah Rozen, finds Maggie =i 
en identities and confusion in played by T. Louis Weltz. The hiding in the suile's bedroom 
this delightful comedic farce two men wait in Tito's hotel closet. All Maggie wants is an - 

Presented by the Benicia Old room for the tenor to arrive, autograph but what Maria ters loyalty to her boyfriend, prepared to see a play that — The nonprofit Benicia Old 
Town Theatre Group. along with Maggie — Saun- sees is a husband's impending rede de ME ааа deep philo- Town Theatre Group has been 
os Play, tected by ders daughter and Max's girl- ` deceit, Майа takes ой, leav- bellhop-hoping towmeet-ihe sophical -conundrum ог around since 1964... 
Benician Irv Siegel, takes friend. Maggie, played by ing behind a letter. Upon find. legendary tenor, an-pppor- explores the contradictions of . “Lend Me a Tenor” runs 
awhile to develop but once it Tina" Luisen, is a young ing the note, Tito crumbles tunistic opera singer with sex the human psyche, you'll be Friday and Sanudays at 8. 
does, the plot twists, double woman in search of a pre- appeal and Julia, the chair- disappointed. рт. and Sundays et 4 pon. 
‘entendres and frazzled charac- marriage fling. She also ing sui i 

iage fing. hap- Woman of the fundraising I you go into the play through May 12 at the His 
ters are worth the wait. pens to harbor a crush on cide, a double dosage of tran- ‘commitice — whose exagger- hoping to sit back, appreciate toric В.Р.Е5 Hall, 140 West 
_ Set in 1934 in the elegant ladies" man Tito. Quilizers and а general man- ated facial expressions and the beautiful set and cos- J. St. General admission tick- 
suite of a Cleveland hotel, he Saunders makes the ager's misguided determi large feather in her сар punc- tumes, and immerse yourself ets are $17 and can be рит. 
Топу Award winning play by renowned. tenor Max's tion that the show must go on шше every word she speaks in the comedic confusion on chased аг www.beniclaold- 
Ken Ludwig centers on the responsibility, warning him to set an entertaining comedic with delightful silliness, stage, you'll leave completely towntheatregroup com or сай 
American debut of Italian stick to the Italian like glue chain of events into motion. If you enter BDES Hall satisfied (707) 746-1269. 
tenor Tito Меге. The tenor, and make sure he doesn't get The eight actors in “Lend 
known also for his drinking any liquor or women. What 
And philandering ways, is neither of the men figures on, See TENOR, page A2 


Saturday, Apri 21, 2007 Ed 


‘Lend Me a 1 ` playful, delightful 
"Times-Herald 5 
EUN 
Ip cem 
SR 
Russie 
mme 
EE 
eee 
Em 
MET teh 
Imus, 
Fic t 
LIUM 
: EE 
END “Lend Me A Tenor," direct- 
Mama ed by actor and director Irv 
maven or Sanan Воштт Siegel, is a rousing and fun 
Er EER 
es se EE 
: SE 
ерга 
fn 
Im 
EED 
EE] 
EE Ee 
AE 
EE 
Ee EE 
right blend of intrigue with Dan Clark ("Tito") and Sarah Rozett ("Майа") star In Bonicla Old Town Theatre Group's “Lend Ме А Tenor.” 
pue could well steal a shaw suns 
ow dts 
po ee Ladies ины rent) Rae hester ean eyer out 
EDE EDE SE EN 
fulness, inviting he audience DAMA Tat | Reames ia Christopher Oe ee EE 
1o enjoy the moment and not Mantione, who plays Max. Set designer, Paul dl dee 
‘overly philesophize about the Theat plays E SSR 
sie EER << EE ie 
emen AR жстс 
ME tem ues Sees 
feeling. эп. el professional big-name hous- 
RE RE x 1 
by the playwright is simple: repe imis, innate talent shine, the mui "The dressing ofthe bet, done 
What would one do if an opera. dn x. ence would better reward hun. hy Dyanne Vejvoda, is vier 
performance is a few hours 16-1209. With a little bit of encourage- an well. Abo deserving of asao- 
AN ME e prodane 
not shaw up to perform for lota. фор. сот. soar оп stage, ers, Carol Berman, Dona. 
‘of misunderstood reasons? Furthermore, one of the Telepak and Vojvoda. Thou ef 
As usual in community-pro- most understated, but mamih- — forts produced ouistandimg ef 
КО ининин ebro cae 
Hue stack characters appear Cleveland, her accent lends it: performance is Stephen "Scot. 
pesci EE 
Es emere ET TEE, 
RT 
Vallejo Music Theatre, ts supe- 
ed EE 
mate that Siegel bas brought Malin wile of the central char- 
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Fi held 11 a.m. Tuesday 
у E Passalacqua Funeral Chi 
Arizona and Japan Air 


Каза бг, The elephant sanaaa Foundation 7 ) 
1 org), The int Sanctuary (www.elephants.com), 
Act Tow Theatro Company ( www.actnowtheatre.org) and Ele. 
phant Care International (www.elephantcarc.org).. 
Reception following services at the home of Larry, Sheila, Mar- 
garet and Diana Reiss, 3550 Calm Breeze Ct., Vallejo, CA, 


TI 
Tl Sampayan said, 
Mills shows verant ie, 
ke 
he chose todo, ne wah 
really put his own imprint | 
Smit Even wher hE 
Mite wast sias 

{ng that “ovon after his Old director I knew.” 

illness, he rarel showed Siegel's last local 

anything butan upbent eli we 

nature and an enone. 

ing spirit. Irv loved to 

img and ie loved peo- 
Б 


side ан spoke with 
two weeks before 
his deaths 


ac 
talk," she said. “And he 

ESR Т 
RUPEE NU, gemunt 

the disease 


While Siegel was on the kind T = + all 
Bast Const this post year ine | 


1 
is 
ted 


Funeral For Irv Siegel, Tuesday June 26 
ays enjoyed Л 
the theater but for the 


first 48 years of my life, it Dear Theatre Community, 
Went. He was understand. was just as an audiensa 

ing and generous with his member," Siegel onid. 

actors and his crow. 1, for Siegel late mother wax 

ne, will miss him greatly an Een lat Mother w 

arto many others wills 80, 


bout his funeral, which 
Woll. Tam thrilled to have June iua Funeral Chapel, 901 W. 
known him.” 


Fole ote e, Seq IRE Fonds and fry aa aeo i s we ies - 
Tele one time Siegel” AU nmi are aiso planning а celebration of his theatrica If, 
SE GMA AME Y take place in a few Weeks: бейш are feta 
"We had been friends 
ever simeon Tom aand TE RSX Area joins the commonly in extending our condolences to pr, 
adding that Siegel knew Siegel's family and friends. xi 
musie ax well as theater 
“ite knew every coms’ М 
poser, lyricist and per- 
cr for overy som 
every written of it sosmed 
like he did,” Loew sai ines, 
haaa aa menom oriy DEE 
sining n Byl моче оройо 
Ing róom in Walnut Creek 
; 


Torwart tis opal to a TE 


Ti эте was ton Nests boy ee 
w Association, needa real wh Paria RE N ы: 
Attociation. Не жаз alu 


ч D big Boston Red Sox TLS юм ктш Ser er upea pre BLE 
n. 3 


m TN IONE, 
Ten Gun Salute to + 


Dyanne Vojvoda 
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EER 
EE 
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THE DAILY REPUBLIC 


AND FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY SERVICES 
PRESENT 4 


23rd 
Annual 
Gala 


Celebrating Solano County Theater 


sunday, Se 


Arty Party reception in 
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Sugar Babi 
Sugar Babies 
end: eview 
This B.O.T.T.G production takes you on 
roe BO trip to tho days of burlesque, 
imat reverent (definitely not for kids) form 
of American entertainment. Full of puns and innuendos, 
ot Amer Gis, tap dancing, and songs from tho origina 
Broadway hit with id Ann Miller. This 
is fun wi elat 


ж 
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Benicia Old Town 


Group 
Sugar Babies is an affectionate 
Burlesque Musical Comed 
that pays tribute to the comic spirit of the 1930's 


Directed by DAVID LAGLE 


APRIL 18 - MAY 17, 2008 
«ё TICKETS & INFO: (707) 746-1269 


SUNDAY, APRIL 13, 2008 


Amril 18 


Sugar Bables 


may 17, 2008 
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йаг saa Tener ку | Upay Saunders in “Lend 
ме а Tenor,” the latest pro- 
duction hy the Benieia OM 
"Town Theatre Group. sad. 
"] played the role before, 
Ws wonderful,” Siegel sald. 
‘One problem: There was 
по director around to cast 


him. 


By RICH FREEDMAN 


тено еда wat maer 


чу Siege! really wanted to 


“I didn't know if they had 
some wonderful сћоісез and Hall. 


“Lend Mea Tenor’ hopes to sing in Benicia 


they wore uying In narrow 
it down or they weren't sat- 
ished with what was out 
there,” Siegel sald. 

‘So, being the assertive 61. stave. 
yearold that he is, "1 threw "Exen when I'm acting, 
my bat in the ring.” Siegel 


Apparently, the КОТТО. 
board liked the toss. Siegel 
was out as Saunders and in 
as director for the play that 
runs weekends April 20 
through May û at the BDES 


Fot the veteran Benicia 
zetor, there s not that much 
diference beins on state ar 
orchestrating those an 


my main focus is the whale 


“gestalt of it,” he said. “When 


Тасі, Itry to make sure it 
fits with the style, Ше time 
the relationship 
with each other, So It's not 
that much different than 


109m Year * No. 115 
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Arrennoon Sun 


Moring 

clouds ge 

way lo afer- 

noon sun. 
Highs in the low 805. Winds 
wil be 1010 20 mph, 
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ARTYS 


Continued from page AI 


their involvement, Mani said 
the plays were group efforts 
that everyone could take cred- 
it for, About 33 students, tech- 
micum and alumni went to 


d Tiros Herd all өйы 


ERA for tbe Mir Tute 
‘Guild, history didn't repeat itself at 
Tust Sunday's annual Arty Awards in 
Fairfield. 

Fact is, production companies not 
mated “Мита, 
© "Honiela Old Town Theatre Group” 

se Tut topically Wolle Dowe. 
Wlielhartas of trophies, 

1*4 Ааш, the Cleveland Indians" 
pite fiom Vallejo, couldn't shut out 
tiouth Sola oduction compa: 
mies tore than Arty judga 

“Histurirally, Solono Community 
Theater runs away with all the awards,” 
‘ad iaeey Гаги "They havo huge 


‘thing smal 


“Vallejo Musie Theatre" tance’ 
Attys, 


honor 


Aways 50€. 


BHS drama, BOTTG split 10 ARTYS 


Courtesy photo 


a scene from. 


“Lend Me A Tenor.” Clark won best supporting 


actor for “Tenor.” 


Sunday's event together, and 
even more went on their own, 
Mani said. 

She applauded the art 
award ceremony for bringing 
theater together from across 
the region and allowing stu- 
dents to make connections 
with professionals 

In future years, Mani said 


"Complete list of winners 


le УМТ walked aw: 


her group will work on high- 
lighting their set lighting for 
Judges, an area they feel they 
excel, but have yet to pull in 
any awards for. 

Mani is also hoping to see 
vocal training and chorus 
brought back to the school, 
and (o get more parents 
involved with prod 


Jessica York 
Stalf Writer 


“This weekend was a boon 
for local theater, when two 
groups raked in 10 awards for 
з county wide theater arts 
awards ceremony. 

The Benicin Old Town 
Theatre Group and the Beni- 
cia High School drama 
department each secured five 
awards at Sunday night's 23rd 
Annual Arty Award cerem 
which compares theater in 
Solano County. 

"E think there is always 
room for improvement," 
Benicia High School Theater 
‘Administrator Christine Mani 
said Monday. “Thats where 
ihe Апуз come in... That's one 
of the things that we can 
improve. Its some feedback. 


the future. 

Benicia Old Town Theatre 
Group secured five awards 
during the ceremony, 
described as “unbelievable” 
by Dyanne Vojvoda, Old 
Town Theatre Group member 
and past president. 

This was Old Town's 
eighth year participating in the 


There's only so many times 
you can hear ‘you're great’ and 
believe it” 

"The high school's produc- 
tions of "Seussical" and "The 
Mouse that Roared" brought 
in 10 nominations in nine cat- 
egorics this year. The school's 
five wins were slightly down 
from last year’s six wins — 
but with many more competi 
tors for the prizes this time 
around, Mani said. Though 
the Any Awards have been 
ongoing for more than wo 
decades, the high school cate- 
gory was new to the event last 
year, and not many schools 
‘were involved initially. 

Mani said her students 
were given ^a nice litle pat on 
the back? Sunday at the Fair- 
field Center for Creative Arts 
when they were asked to per- 


Any Awards, and their pro- 
ductions of "Lend Me a 
Tenor” and "Greater Tuna" 
grabbed 14 nominations. 
The rive awards the group 
took home included best com- 
edy supporting actor for 
"Lend Mc а Tenor? — Dan 
Clark; two best comedy actors 
for "Greater Tuna" — James 


4 — Me RATS Я 


form a song selection from 
"Scussical" as the final inter- 
lude of the evening. 
*Seussical,” which 
brought together close to 75 
participants (including cast- 
ing, alumni, technicians and 
live orchestra), won awards 
for best musical direction 
(Chris Piazza), best set design 
(Christine Mani and others). 
best choreography (Leslie 
Chapman — BHS alumna), 
best director (Christine Mani), 
and best overall. production. 
"The Mouse that Roared,” 
nominated for set design and 
gathering close to 40 people 
to put the play together, did 
not win in its category. 
Although the awards 
named specific people for 


See ARTIS, page A2 


Brewer and Richard Ryan; 
best comedy director for 
"Greater Tuna" — David 
Lagle and best comedy of the 
year, "Greater Tuna.” 
Dyanne Vojvoda of the 
theatre group did not return 
phone call for comment. 
Contact Jessica York at 
Jessicay bherald@yahoo.com 


Ж 


Page B6 Н 
to one another.” Loew 


budgets for costuming and set design, sald 
They also pay for Equity alors some: 
' companies cannot 407 
“Yet Mira, with the success of “Resis- 
М "Chapter Two," bagged four 
With two 
‘and Old Town claimed one Individual 
Honor and our shaped Анув will the 
lano Repertory Company, 
“kira did wonderfully," Loew said. 
‘Though judges supposedly rate each 
performance individually "1 think it's 
humon nature to compare each eompany 


(S20 AWARDS, B6) 


pdirecting of Fiddler” 
{were honored. 


"I's great recognition 
for a job well done to all 
of our nominees and wi 
пег,” sald Judith Brown, 
VMT's executive director. 

‘Though Robert Wilson 
didn't win Best Actor for 


‘Vit was nominated for his stellar job as Tevye in 
+126 Artys, but only Lynn 
Combs costume design for Brown was proud that be, 
“Sophisticated Ladies” 
and Pamela Lourentzos" 


“Fiddler on the Roof," 


"brought the house down” 
with bis rendition of “If 1 
Were a Rich Man.” 

“He performed so 


ARTY AWARD WINNERS 


well,” Brown said, “The 
crowd went wild." 
"A lady saw me alter 
‘and said it was 
the highlight of the рег, 
formanees that evening,” 
id Wilson, adding that 
he wasn't disappointed in 
not getting Best Actor. 
o, ld do the a 
for myself,” j 
it for the cast and VAT. 
The award would have 
been nice, but 1 still feel 


that the show was great 
and have lots of wonderful “Chapter 
memories performing with 

the east and crew.” 


took home Best Lead 


Mira Vicki Zabarte 


paid tribute to the late Ire 
E 


actress in a comedy for 


Winners for Vie BOTTA 
included Dan Clark, the 
‘Loew won Best Support- Best Supporting actor in 3 
ing Actress in a drama for 
hor work in “Resistance,” 
while Sherone Buie- 
Valdes earned Best Lead 
for the same production. 
“Resistance” also won 
Best Outstanding Drama. 


comedy, “Lend Me а 
Tenor? The BOTTG nad 
Solano Rep shared efforts 
in "Greater Tunn,” из 
David Lacle won for Best 
Director im a comedy, 

+ while James Heever and. 
Richard Ryan split thu 
vate for lead gator for. 


throigh the plays ond 1 

Dork Caur id. o 
Leza! high нейи git 

eto the winner 

witb Jiceicla High зеен 

taking home бә Ose 

phies fer "Se 

actuding Chritina Man 

фт “bed pan aad 

"liest Direetce" Chris 
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0100 for ticket 
information, or mail your 
check (made payahl 
BOTTO) toc Straw bride 

Û Secoed, haven't you PO, Box 159. П, 

Suis wumdeond whai ibe 94510 


Scott W. Strawbridge 
Р.О. Box 159 
Benicia, СА 94510 


Association Mana! 
(707) 751-0100 

Fax (707) 751-0200 

Email: swsiraw@ aol.com 


Scott and Christina Strawbridge are hosting a reception for the 
Benicia Old Town Theatre Group at the Old Benicia Library, 144 East 
G Street, as follows: 


6:00 — 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, September 8", 2007 


This reception has a two-fold purpose. First, this will be a great way 
to support BOTTG. Second, haven't you always wondered what the = 
Old Library looks like inside since it was converted to а residence in 
1996? 


Tickets are only $20.00 each and all proceeds will go to BOTTG. 


Call 751-0100 for ticket information, or mail your check (made 
payable BOTTG) to: Strawbridge, P.O. Box 159, Benicia, CA 94510. 
Please contact Scott or Christina Strawbridge if you have апу 
questions. 


Editor 
Benicia Herald 
Benicia, Ca. 


Dear Editor, 
Аз the current president o 


а policy of not endorsing any on 
theatre deserves recognition. I uri 
bridge's dedication to th: 


y Dan Chark 


1607 Shirley Drive 
Benicia 
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BORG brings a little SF to 


iig 


i 


пу Richard Toronto 
HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Former stand-up comic Dan 


| scopazzi will probably have a 


Series of flashbacks when he 
“ives in suburban Benicia Friday 

to kick off two weekends of 
his one-man show, "Outer Mis- 
sion, Middle Class.” 

"The show is the Benicia Old 
Town Thea Group's fourth 
offering of the spring season in it's 
new, busier format. "Outer Mis 
sion, Middle Class” revolves 


мош Scopazzi's experiences 
‘rowing up in the San Francica 
Mission district and his subsequent 
йу sojoam Into he depihs of à 
ububan badroom community. Hê 
row lives in Foster Ci. 
"Scopu, the son of Malian 
immigrants, has been on the road 
‘with his onc-man production from 
Half Moom Bay 10 Benicia, and 
was originally doing stand-up in 
clubs with the likes of Robin 
Williams, Jerry Seinfeld and Jay 
Leno. He's done TV commercials 
and industrial emcee jobs, but 
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BOTTG ` 


Continued from page A1 


an over burdened, over-mortgaged 
father and husband in the suburbs 
Throughout "Outer Mission, Mid- 
die Class,” Scopazzi repeats the 
theme of the importance of family. 
He credits his 90 ycarold grand- 
mother, still living in the Outer 
Misión, for his sense of humor. 
The San Francisco Chronicle 
gave "Outer Mission. Middle 
Chaws” a thumbs-up, saying “Both 
on tage and in pat, Size 
Clearly proud of his ал-Ало 


canbe, even nil working it 
fr ups, Md tong, Sar 
ijt very fo 
euer Mission, Middle Clas" 
wili pe fortwo weekends on 
May 8 through 17. Nay 8,9 and 
15 ane # pa созай how ck 
сказ Mother's Day, May 10, 


$25 with calering. 
Cucina. Sunday, May 17 sad pm. 
‘matinee for $12. 

Call. 746-1269 for information 
and reservations. tickets will 
be sold at the door, All shows Will 
be ‘at the BDES Hall 
140 West J Street. 


р 
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Ki 


j So far tiye city hayinveee 
| 4 WILLS at least 5607000,1 rep 
" v tions for the site an expel 

[P 
approximately S2 milion. 

jere ЫШ putting M 
together by bits sind pieces” 
Mayor Steve Messina said. 
"We've been working on ft for 


+ Continued from page AL 


m'i pose a health risk to the 
students, "They say it's not à 

+ hazard as long as it's not dis- 
тей” 


= BENICIA HERALD °з 


over a year." 

The Benicia Unified 
| School District closed Mills 
Elementary in 2005 in an 
effort to increase its reserves. 


former superintendent Кїлє 
berley Dennis? numbers. 

Dennis was later remp. 
as superintendent When am ~ 
audit proved that the distriet 


Contractors are working on the inside of the former Mills School to get it ready for use as a commi 


ty center. 


By Oliver Symonds 
Staff Writer. 
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In previous years the district 
had dipped below the state 
required reserve level, But 
those figures were based on 


us. cemer, wiw 
to open in springt 2008, is 
seeking for lomp ter leave 
applicants. “We're probably 
of demand 
ul hec programs.” be 
y dedicated space 
ju the comer to а попу 
bs for Boy an 

Gul Scouts, Dickson » 
The «у preswmsly held ә 
м! wyl Ше мым at a 
4 fru 
y fnr) per 


they wouldn't be losers ín the 
move,” Erickson said, adding 
that the new location will be a 
much helter space 
+The gin purposes the 
wow Duci TIT be о howe 
the содро for Benicia’ 
Parks and Community Set 
vives Dep 
Alihinagh te» wie polse 
e been мл, chon 
рей» ome space in tle cen. 
ter to be reserved for tempo 
y kate as wong 
текут aed parties, эрес 


Mages of 
ve started the prelimi: 
~ fiticksom sane 


ut decayed or had diy Jot 
“There's asbestos that needs to 
the vermyveed before we start 

He sud the asbestos, 
underneath the tile Derim. 
had probably been there а 
tong time, "Poty Ма 3. 
W уси» x тыш 


replenished the state mandat 
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The district bas since 


ed 3-ретсети reserve 
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The city is leasing he site 
an annual yale of 


$120,100, "The two portables 
used by the elementary schol 


will 


abun be vd as а ран af 


the community center. 


actually had a surplus ined 
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more than $180,000 10 бшу 
‘out Dennis" contract, 
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nicia Old Town Theatre Group 


heat 'Dup.com 
P.O. Box 602, Benicia, Ca. 94510 5 


+ 


HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO SHOWCASE YOUR 
S pecia S EGER Pitigiiien inormation: NEXT PRODUCTION ON OUR STAGE? | 


Your organization or business 
mer can help us in many wayal 


‘or an in kind contribution to the Benicia Old Town Theatre Group. We are now interviewing for 10- minute Intermission 
сс a ee En = talent for the current 2007 Fall Production of: 
With the BEST theatro experience wo can 
Sen Telephone: то? 746-1260; BOTTO President: 707 746-5528 ‘LITTLE NELL AND 
THE MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE" 


and ‘LITTLE NELL”- an evening of melodrama! 


If your youth group is interested in performing for our 
audiences for one entire weekend of performances 
(Friday/ Saturday nights, and a Sunday matinee), please. 
N N contact Dyanne Vojvoda at 707 746-5526 or the 
NI е, UNIES EE b theatre's website. Our Fall Production opens Friday, 
NECE А NE bu October 19 and runs through November 10, 2007. 
" This may be Community Theatre at its best! 


BENICIA HERALD- attn LES and MAYA A 


Benicia Old Town Theatre Group presents: Please post this in your BULLETIN BOARD and OUT ON 
A NIGHT OF BOTH MELODRAMAS! THE TOWN SECTIONS asap 


Boo the VILLIAN, WILEY WHIPLASH! Come one, come all to the Benicia Old Town Theatre Group's 


open auditions for an outrageous evening of melodrama with 
Cheer the HEROINE, NELL PUREHEART!! both Little Nell and Little Nell and the Mortgage Foreclosure. 
All ages, shapes and sizes are welcome and encouraged to 
audition for the parts, including 5 men and 7 women. Open 
O P E N AU D [| т || © N S auditions are being held on Sunday, Aug. 19th (1-4PM) at 601 
First St, Suite 100, Benicia, and Monday, Aug. 20, (7-9PM) | 
DE EE ER EE EI and Wednesday, Aug. 22 (7-9PM) at the Historic B-D.E.S. Hall, 
up to 5 MEN. up to 7WOMEN-can double cast (all ages!!) 140 West J. St. Benicia. Performances will run for four | 
weekends, Oct. 19 through November 10, 2007. For additional 
Call 707 746-5526 info. call (707) 746-5526. 


cx | 

Sunday August 19th (1-4pm ж www.beniciaoldtowntheatregroup.com | 
| 

| 


**Monday August 20th (7-9pm) 
"Thank уо! 
*Wednesday August 22 (7-9pm) Dyanne" Vojvoda 746-5526 


**Bistoric B.D.E.S. Mall-140 W J St. Benicia 


-4 WEEKEND PERFORMANCES: October 19- November 10- 


SPRING 2008 MUSICAL BURLESQUE “SUGAR BABIES” (APR- MAY 2008) 
www.beniciaoldtowntheatregroup.com 
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ittle 


gil 
and the Mortgage Poreel 


by John Donald O'shea. 
Jur erenin nl sade 


Oct. 19 - Nov. 10 


For Tickets Сай i £ the Morigage 


(797) 746-1269 0 
i by John Donald O'shea 
‘melodramas 


‘An evening оѓ! 
Boo the Villain, Cheer Little Nell and applaud her Него! - 


Oct. 19 - Nov. 10, 2007 


directed) by, Historic B-D:E.S. Hall 
TONI OWEN 140 West J St, Benicia 


www.beniciaoldtowntheatregroup.com 


Ber 
(707) 746-1269 

www benicisoldtown 
hestregroup com 

= айе Neil and the Mortgage 
Бает 


ohn Donald O'She gi ^s 
ОО 
per Babes (The Berge 
Mica 

(Allen. McHugh, Fields: 
Dubin & Malvin) 
ШЕТ 
“Little Nell and the N 

Foreclosure” 

by John Donald O5hea, & 
“Little Nel by John Nash 


Directed by Toni Owen 
Opening Night Gala Friday, October 19 at 8pm 
Show runs through November 10 

For tickets call 746-1269. 


Boo the villain, cheer Little Nell and applaud her hero! 


Historic B.D.E.S. Hall 
140 West J Street Benicla 
www.befiiciaoldtowntheatregroup.com 


TERRE Ci e 
ittle 


N: Tool Poundstone 
‘Benefits Benicia High School PISA 


КТЕП 
“Rae BAF Gore sarea та 
cred young юва mica. à У 
Шаша. VB ashton Set MEATS aya De 
For more formation сай 653-6111 e we 
R 


1019-110. ‘Benicia ОМ Town Theatre Group Opening Night Gala 
An Evening ot Melodrama, Directed 


and the Mortgage Porectosurg tha Sans ras ee Ee 
hy John Donald O'shea. BOER MI ee یک‎ 
Han, Chr Lae Nl aad appl ber Hees 
Oct. 19 - Nov. 10 distin 7: BOTI <benictthesteproupeamac come 
For Tickets Call TE ee October. ieee 
10277464269 “ita EN С OCHOA 
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and the Mortgage Foreclosure 


by John Donald O'shea # 
An evening of melodramas 


Boo the Villain, Cheer Little Nell and applaud her Hero! 


Historic B.D.E.S. Hall 


directed by 
140 West J St., Benicia 


TONI OWEN 


www.beniciaoldtowntheatregroup.com 


Collin Eh! /F % 
Stuff Writer % F 

1 you find vors long 
ing the days when 
dramas roled the stage 
Ol Town Th e On 
might have the play for you 
The group is perlorming two 
on plays that debut this 
weekend. 


HERALD, 


Old-fashioned Melodram 


ram 


Courtesy OTTG 


Wiley Wiplash, played by Bill Chessman, and 1. 


tle Nell, played by Susan Amacker, star in B 
Old Town Theatre Group's melodrama "Little 
Nell and the Mortgage Foreclosure." 


“Grey's Anatomy’ 
Wars, you're watching melo- 
drama, but (the plays to be 
performed this weekend) are 
different.” 

Dyanne Vosvoda, active 
member of the Old Town The- 
atre Group, said the play is 
good for those who want to 


get out and laugh, 
“You can cheer the hero 
and hiss the villain, 


type of play where you can 
shout und throw popcorn at 
the stage, It’s very interactive 
and great for kid: 

Owen deseribed “Little 


Nell and the Mortgage Fore- 
closure” as a modern-melo- 
drama complete with a sexual 
harassment suit. The second 
play, "Little Nell 


. plays while 


Although this weekend's 
plays are her first with the Old 


ds on tap this weekend 


Town Тезге rou, Cowen is) 


ше. In] 


pro 
of melodrama! 

d ay years. She 
said е "Late Nell" sequence 
is uique amd has mut heen! 
gerioried m this area | 
Susan Аш. | 

ийе Nell] 

we Foreclo-| 

sure" Amacker bas been 
doing community theatre. an] 
where | 

studie al Theatre | 

md drama, Amaeker has 
taken part in many a rnelodra- 


¢ audience.” 
Mason-Sloss of 

Benicia plays 

Nell? 

tending Benicia 

High School 20 years ago, und 


Sce NELL, page A2 


Pu MEM 


Continued from page AI 
Was looking to get back into. 


for "Little Nell." 
“1 was expecting to get a 
minor part, but then they cast 
me as Little Nell,” recalled 
Mason-Sloss. "This is my first 
melodrama. Well, except for 
the melodrama called life." 


Mason-Sloss said acting 
n a melodrama is unlike any- 
thing else. 
гз totally crazy; it's like 
being in а cartoon, It will be 
interesting to see how the 
audience reacts.” ^ 
The Old Town Theatre 
Group has performed more 
than 83 plays in 43 years. 
Forged in 1964 by a handful 
of Benicia residents, the group 
is now composed of volun- 


teers. All levels of skill and 
experience are welcome at the 
nonprofit community theatre 
group. 

“We are a volunteer orga- 
nization with a strong and 
continuous community pres- 
tence,” said Vosvoda. 

The group is not without 
renown. At the Solano County 
Arty Awards, the Old Town 
‘Theatre Group walked away 
with five ARTY awards. 


‘The “Lite Nell" 
sequence opens this Friday 
night at the B.D.E.S. Hall at 
140 West J St. Weekend por- 
formances will _ continue 
through Nov. 10. Tickets for 
evening performances cost 
517, while matinces cost $15. 
For more information, visit 
the Old Town Theatre Group's 
Web site at wwwbenielaold- | 
towntheatregroup.com or call 
7461269, 


Little Nell Mast * 


gasp this weekend 


Ihe Benicia Old Town 
[ ‘Theatre Group bids 
adieu to a pair of 
melodramas this weekend 
with just two shows left in its 
month-long 44th season 


opener. 
‘Laughter has reigned at 
the BDES Hall on West J 


‘Street as the twin shows "Lit- 
пе Nell and the Mortgage 
Foreclosure” by John Donald 
O'Shea and “Little Nell" by 
John Nash have kept up the 
comedic traditions of booing 
lain, cheering the hero 


amd saving the heroine from a 
Fate Worse than Death for 
pearly a month. 

But all things 
and audiences have thorough- 
ty enjoyed the twin treats of 
сай popor and vorsing it 


Johnson and siage managor 
Terri Givet round out the ws- 
ter. 

Final performances this | 
Friday amd Saturday ate al. | 
mer 
eur of masie мы ngahing 
hosted by Nemo, a talented 
piano player. win also pow 
fume between acts with 
Атай singing and Запад 
"and an суканы! ie 
зирани act by Owen. 

“An's а barre] ot Man 
amid ho анас» nave мшу 
enjoyed theiesiets. sa 
Owen. Viskas arc $17 а tc 
дом Call 768-1200 bow moet 
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But even 
limits to the contempo: 
а Casbloued melodrama 
rLittle Nell” and “Little 
|| Montage Foreclosure, 
\ ‘The two one-act plays are bi 
гош 


Nell it 
Foreclosure, 


feature Wi 
ill Chessman, 


Chessman, 9915, 


à ve iles in avoldin 
adu right, 
“We've ere the part pro 
Pese N aid “And DOF 
EL іо Савон 
di Ste те. "She's 


njoyed “Lite 
actors time 


asy going kind of director” Аша. 
ae “Че lots us explore charac 
ER соге making an ultimate deci- 
Vien. And she worked bard at get- 

fiag ali the actors to bond and trust 


apa 


Hain role of Carlton Bain- 


bridge in ja melodrama 
biter the original bad guy resigns 
CT accepted the opportunity to 


i. 

"aelodrarias," she sald. “1 
RENE 2 proat thing for kids to et Sion mte 
‘ata, a great way to get them iate "Mortgage Fe 
dpa en YAY aon hey, get to Parody оГа yanin ар 
throw popeora at the villain.” "ез play within а play.” she 


hoan, played by Susan, 
astie Job, and зар во Benicia О OVE 
Mosen, who hag ilo Noll and tho 


Theatre Group's. 


sald of "Mortgage 


feed to the mansion ог 
He owes money. So he's 
ig into foreclosure. 
Xnow ifthe local 
ymmualty has come out 
ion, which opened 
‘Oct. 19 at the B.D. 


te 
‘people these days.” 


piano. 

1s the more tradi- 
said, while 
is more of n 


Jessica 4 


Staff Writer — 


Two theater 870 
Benicia received multiple a26 
award nominations for an 
upcoming awards banaue 

‘The Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group and Benicia 
High School drama depart: 
‘ment have each had two pro- 
ductions. nominated in various 
‘categories for the 23rd Annis 
al Arty Award. 

According to its Web site) 
wwwaheartys.com, “what 
Megan in 1983 as an 'in-paper 

of outstanding 
has 


e with etd 
mances from 


Party champagne 
following the show. 

“The Artys will be held at 
the Fairfield Cent for Cre- 
tive Arts, 1035 W. Texas St^ 
Sept. 9,at 6 pm. 

Dyanne Vojvoda, former 
president of ОМ Town The- 
Tue Group. said the group 


was very etcited about the 
upcoming black te gala event 
in September. 

“We're preity ongoing 
winners, depending ов our 
shows, of course,” Vojvoda 
шд. "We've been participat 
ing for about eight years.” 

Vojvoda said й cam Be а 
difficult task to win over the 


ت 


proup produce 
Ve 


the gro 

they had, 

Sweep in the various m 
she ssid. 

‘More important chan win: 
ning or losing the annual 
wards, Vojvoda said, is the 
act of supporting te local 
ans. 
“We do frequent other 
companies, because it's really 


duction. Their 


Жоао" is also nominsted fof 


best set design. 

Old Town's "Lend Ме а 
Tenor" has received bids for 
west lighting design, шее 
male supporting actor seo 
female lead actor, two fele 
supporting actors, dir ctor 
overall. 

jr "Greater Tuna" is UP 
lead with two OF 
rector and OVE 


Vol. 14 No. 5 Circulatic 


‘Opening Night Friday, Ари! 18, all tickets $25 


April 18-May 17-curtein Р 


'/Sat-8pm. Suip 


icia Old Town 


i gate group сот 
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noma seke P 
0 BEE ree 
oe Heere LL ar Beer TS лаа лоснвеомля. сом» 


смсс. UBTEN AND BE EARD селик, CA) ONLINE 


E er ees ману Tony Wade addis ron on Tuesday, Оа. 27 тешне reviews RSS Food 
кане and a Piping Meer Бела 
EE 
о) producto cl wes on Si GE, 
ra Arie mad (op humor 
local renin naa ee ca ER 
ing visiting teams receive from local fans, at de b eres bo, his. or ees Theme ‘ah 
ich comes on the Jumbotron ay he сна, paro eas bas E sie 
‘game in common.” " enun etes main n deve NOR et бо evt werzin of n Vain in Маск e 
ei oo BE ee DE EA a eed et a ө actor 
sing team is running TREE BAD We extra ees y T 
ts. RR eu t aro Pm OY 
3 enjoyment wiin tha audionco. 
— | 


en masse onto the field to a cacophonous 
via talon and chal. КОО talk hov not, элетте 
he lables eno aa 
ia comical, ech 


Mee pina a scenario whee booing ls not only tolerated LSPS Ма m » арт rs 
‘well, in certain places). Such was the case а. Уа pening gala of "Little Nell” and o L Ae o Tayrecd. plano play, dona Bag eeste ize Er] 
rg ‘Nell and the Mortgage Foreclosure” at the Benicia Old Town Theater on October thunderous 
19%, камау to Na itn soe. bridge 
a creraman а руде) end vocally sidled со Sept erm caractor of улу Winch. Yet, Ha wonder 

* "The pair of melodramas was tho first ever саг old troupe and | Sage woe ay EE Caen ona ee кузаро in вашего, CUIU cade "m 

featured a to empathize with, a hero Villain to boo. Signs were 

held up at a rii Ke times to illicit specific responses from popcom was RE EE orem par s H ANONO T 

pen provided to munch or throw at the villain- sony anu, una ee mew genta REEL ee ене 

Benicia’s 00-year old BES. Hall а wonderful place to зге а бо ES KE EE rota gend tre it sand 

carpeted staircase leading to the ‘upstairs theatre had a musty yet not ‘unpleasant odor and the Verg У T 
Sere Mass баре create th ilusion of being transported peck DN Walking into S somad wa touched up wih пее 
Bp. Mary Non vas ting vor nd EE AD тек o pla guts, back capes, эла wi 
кеа Here I Come” and “Bill Bailey "Won't You Please Come Home.” He 

dare dience to sing along using lyric sheets provided on the tables. 


Se cesar mamas E еее 
‘missed, either. 


sew boniosoidiowniheatragroup-com 
707-740-6525 
Friday and Saturday Night Performances: 
uray Nt perm Cereri Mission Tat; $17.00, Senor $19 


Senior Sunday Performances: 
Periormances begin at 400 p.m. 


“Little Nell and the Mortgage Foreclosure” was definitely superior to 
great as the Stepford Wife-like Little Nell heart. She 


gesture and her comic timing was impeccable. 


Whiplash (who appeared to be a 3-D version of the Dudley 
the stereotypical bad guy ‘and had the requisite 
top hat. He'd often break the fourth wall and make 


funny sidebar comments directly to the audience. 


Barbara Mason-Sloss was delightful as Aunt 
audience by being the only character with common 
Cleandeed was the hero and did а nice job. 


Nora and endeared herself to the 
sense, Wayne Johnson as Casey 


..— Marty Nemko did tiple duty by playing mood appropriate background plane music 
(like Darth Vader's "Imperial March” when Whiplash would enter), holding up audience 


action cards and playing a farmer as well. 


_ Right before the intermission, there was a "Tween Acts Olio" which featured three 
mini acts : а song by Amacker, a rather embarrassingly unentertaining, faux juggler, and a 
snot Бу Amacter which highlighted both her ofer creda and Mer gams in a revealing 


half dress. 


venue was a 


lot of far) 


Baach Tony Wade ae ملد متت‎ es 


parison with. the first. It was 
as an overlong retelling of 


APRIL 18 - MAY 17, 2008 
оз (707) 746-1269 
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Burlesque Ше 
tact work var 
ME in Greater Tuna.” om 
‘There are н fow jokes ANY winning effort in а 
Lante tweaker he 
or 
more contempor. 
{i make inum o “Thoweh eile hasart 
Saa Swell changen aeted for n or seven 
Jte bit Some of the d a poten 
references made sense 


» 
^ challenges for Susan. 
"With comedy, the. ош," һе sai Amacker, the marie. 
director sald, it's all Tagle said he'll director and vocal 
about chemistry. find out how many local coach. 
“It's so important to people turn out for 7I was able to find n 
got the cast relaxed with “Sugar Babies.” With drummer and pianist, 
transportation costs ris- 
М other," Гаде said, ing ever year, i's getting 
u always work better tougher to attract 
somebody who you tourists. found a company that 
now. When they become “remember when T would record the origi 
more relaxed and com- was doing theater Inthe nal score” 
fortable with each other, ‘80s and going, ‘In Also, she udded, the 
you can tell the timing 15 10 years from пот, isthe- original production 
18 little sharper. They're ater going to be around?’ more tham three houl 


‘Judy Gizzi camp ttp. 


TE кк back Ned AHEATRE 
Urlesque ed | Z 


y" саг ві Ш Велі Old Tow 


Photos by Mike Jory “Sugar Babies’ 
here's going to “They wanted to bring it 


Terre carries hopes of 
sweet success 
be some back,” sald Lagle. who has 
about as short af a com 
ars aged mute as n director can. He 
sous tas lives in Benicia. And works. 
zuage. And for the Meyer Corporation 
adult situations in Vallejo. 
Ко. Кз not a city of definitely came 
Vallejo budget meeting. he sald of the 
We "Sugar Babies." the ё 
burlesque musical comedy, othe shows great” EIL пе MAY 17, 2008 
‘opening April 18 by th he oe Tickers & Ineo: (797) 740-1 
Beniela Old Town Theatre Rot that Its without effort. 
Group. There are 14 dancers, known 
А reduction that as “ugar babies.” 
Laie Ча жаы с ih Eid Mk Lg ad L4 4h dh Ah dh ль dh Ah di om 
hallenge;" he said. "An. 
show with Miekey Rooney its tough io get everybody Opening Night Frida Г 
in 070, is Just what direc- together, Everyone has 
tor David Lagle wanted on | their own schedule, But 
his theatrieat plat | vs LA ye OK.” 
"There's some really, |! 104 Lagle's never 
дан датна ТЕТЯ 
said Тае." laugh 7E 1 done his share of Internet 
aceing some of this.” r, tight, ‘puts the collar’ on David, 


during rehear research 
‘The BOTTG. apparently. aes ede Jr ‘Saag ae The vaudeville and bur- 


fentared "Sugar Babies" n lesque style is appealing. 
decade oF so iie, sald If you go: he sald. and "some of the 


дейш" tane 
EE N EG ik 


Ма suecas at tl Banda Oid Town hone Group 140 West J SL, Benicia — ' 
town RD.ES. Hol When: Apri 18-Мву 17 Admission: 520, senior 518 (Боо BURLESQUE, 82) (7:57 pm PT; sday, Apr 15, 2008 Ре 


Ѕидаг Вабіеѕ, 
i J Troubadours & Opening 
рау 
хә. By carta Galagher 


April 18 will be the opening night for the BENICIA 
OLD TOWN THEATRE GROUP presentation of 
“Sugar Babies" at the BOES HALL. This is actually 
а revival of sorts as the BOTTG originally 
performed this show 20 years ago. 


Beare Comm De 
‘reat Seat. Creep Praen Sacraments Сотту 
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тот САЦ; “Sager 
utre бозлар реча, 


Benicia burlesque 


New focal production is 
decidely fun — and 
possibly PG-13 


ту Curr ew 
чоя re 


Hedy turing debuts in 
Bent алоки 


pelor infe comedy, opens tonight. The Benicia Old Town The- 
HEST ters. Performances run weekends through May 17. EA 


‘The Benicia ОМ Town The- 
эне Group presents 

es" а musical comedy, direct- 

ia resident David 


‘The group's spring perfor- 
maose opens this evening with a 
champagne gala, followed by a 
Seedy stream of weekend shows 
through May 17. 

"v a fast-paced, funny, аш 
energy show" said Lagle. “Audi- 
fence members are in for a ride? 

Fourteen local amateur actors. 


Tuoyoor NT BY Слтич ESCH Mer S 


participate in the performance, 
Some have been involved with the- 
atre for decades, while others had 
never stepped foot on a stage 
before auditioning. - 
“It’s a great ensemble cast,” 
said Lagle. 
Lagle has directed two. pro- 
ductions for the BOTTG prior to 
“Sugar Babies.” “Over the River 
and Through the Wood." marked | 
Lagle's debut, followed by last | 
years “Greater Tuna,” which 
swept house in the Solano County 
Theatre Алу Awards, The produc- 
tion stole best comedy of the year, 


Sugar Babies 
(Gurlesque Musicsl.comeny) 
spol ef the тозо 


10700 Чо rfevor been tels 
JetBugar pA bles" bo the one you plar 


APRIL 18 - MAY 17, 2000 
Tickers & INFO: (707)]740 1249 
Tickets Avlabla for УЛ САНГ ON 

EE GE A 


+ 


Two Sections. 16 Pagos * Always SO¢ 


April 18 


Sugar Bables 

Ahe Solano С 
award winning M 
Town Theatre Group's Spring 
Production of “Sugar Babies" 
has tickets on sale. 

Opening night is April 1#- 
Bpm (all tickets $25.) curtain 
and runs through Saturday Мау 
17. The Musical Burlesque 
Comedy pays tribute to the old 
Burlesque ста in the 1930's. The 
1980 Топу Award winner 
starred Mickey Rooncy and Ann 
Miller. It showcases slightly 
raunchy comedy skits, lavish 
costumes, and lovely chorus 
girls. General Admission is $20. 
for all evenings except the 
opening night champagne gala. 
The Group proudly performs at 
the Historic B.D.E.S. Hall- 140 
“West J St, Benicia. Business 
phone: 707 746-1269. 

You may reserve WILL 
CALL Tickets online at 
wwwbbeniciaoldtowntheatre- 
group.com 

(Groups of 10 or more have 
reserved seating). 

“Tickets are also available 
for purchase at the Benicia 
Chamber of Commerce- 601 
First St. Benicia. If you have 
not seen a Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group production, let 
"Sogar Babies" be your first! 


: BOTTO -beniclotheatregrouptimaticome 
= April 23, 2008 9:19:16 AM РОТ 
: Dyanne Vojvoda <beniciatheatregroup@mac.com> à 


1 Attachment, 2.1 MB. 


best director, and two best actor | 
awards. 

"Lagle is a very talented direc- 
or and actor," remarked BOTTG 
past president and longtime board 
member Dyanne Vojvoda. “We've 
all put our heart and souls into 


this: 

“The production marks Lagle's 
last dalliance with theatre. The 
director has plans to retire from the 
stage in May to work full time in 
the corporate world. 

"This is my swan song,” 
reflected Lagle. “After 15 years 


(See Sugar, Page BS 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Jokes mostly fall flat in ‘Sugar Babies’ 


H 
di 
it 


| 
Н 
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THE DAILY REPUBLIC 
AND. 
THE CITY OF FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY SERVICES 
PRESENT 
ж 


x VMT snags 
25 Arty nods 


24th Annual Gala Mira, BOTTG, also in 
the mix at annual awards 


Celebrating Solano County Theater By RICH FREEDMAN 


Texec-Herat sat ror 


Sunday, September 7th, 2008 • 6 p.m. Peso VES 


losers But the Ariy Awards ar 
‘more than who takes home a trop? 
Thanks to... for work done in Solano County 


THES DAILY REPUBLIC ‘soma chance to get all dolled шр 
Owner Foy McNaughton and schmooze and that's right up my 
General Manager T. Burt McNaughton * Publisher Bill Jomes alley." said Stacey Loew, board. 
Artys Coordinator Robert Ponce + Features Editor Patty Amador president of the Mira Theatre Gi ad. 
‘Arts & Entertainment Writer Amy Maginnis + Computer Graphics Jone Higgins ا‎ a aiia 
CITY OF FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY SERVICES Же e 
Technical Theatre Coordinotor Darsen Long. Theatre Technician Crystal Brandon. "And this year, nominations for 
Thectre Coordinator Maureen Шегтое ‘Mira were > 
ety to sval- 
SPECIAL THANKS TO... fow the 
ALL of the 2007-2008 Arty Judges 4 Vallejo non- 
House Band: Joseph Anderson (plano). Kelly Fasman (drums), Allan Parks (bass) жий d 
Coordinator for Presenters Barbara McFadden Ee complement- 
Pageant Coordinators. Carole Warren & Jennifer Johnson E ing the Vallejo 
Pageant Giris: Jeanette Munoz, Olivia Reed, Audrey Vibat & Bayley Villareal Musie The: я 
Апуз Tabulator John О Neill, The Artys Performers, Га DAN MORGAN'S Benicia Old Town Theale | 
Ê Presenters, Ushers, Volunteers and ой ofthe “Behind the Scenes" Workers à ы Old Town The- was worthy of an Anty nomination, 
Stes fon | 
FAIRFIELD CENTER FOR CREATIVE ARTS CAS MES ce Artys 
1035 TEXAS STREET FAIRFIELD, CA 94533. Sepe T atthe (From 81) 
- 24h and 
Апу Party reception in the lobby following the awards show. à honor fen at tno Fairfield Center RE hopes the tronk 
^ (or Creative Ari load oF nominees equal 
Catering by Rosanno's European Delights. * E Grantia Arts e hoo 
Arti Awards and think the event is {уап Combs received the 
Al planned, said Loew, praising Bae УМТ award. 
Dryanizers who quickened the расе î would like to көе bet 
yene particularly when the win: ter educated judges. 
no-show. pie who are trained dire 
г 5 ing doves of acceptance EEN 
2 A Я T К att thank yous from friends and, col- rown sai ink wit 
24th Annual Arty Awards Cel ebratin lengues of the winners just drags their knowledge and barir 
Solano County Theater the show down and who cares if it's i Fremde they could batter 
i t Fai fot the person othe dillere 
Presented by City of Fairfield T pects of theater” 
The Daily Republic "lef the Benicia OM 
кисе canter for creativo i ‘town Theatre nomina 
"ions came for Sugar 


|» EA SA tions, 
| Sun "T think it's wonderful to get the E Babies.” which pleased 


day. Oo ds 08 06:00 PM recognition for the work we do.” | board member Dyanne 
Brown said. { Уш 
e te happy to be 
* nominated. We abeolutely 
deserve ten amd ve will 
ein attendance. sl 
Vijoda. agreeing wih 
ори thatthe progran 


| comp General Admission 
$ 0.00 218 EI (See ARTYS, B2) 


Sugar Babies Cast Party 
Friday 05/16/2008 
After the Show 
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The Benicia Wistorical Sorietp 
Ceme 


Invites you, your friends and family to our 


Restoration Committee 
8h annual 


Benicia City Cemetery Cour 


Saturday 
October 7" 


We 


ional for the entire family! 


Admission is FREE 


have repaired the “headless Lady”! 


We have also completed 68 more 
historic headstone ‘restorations with the 
monument company “Silva’s Designers 
of Lasting Memorials”! ж 


We have identified many many more 
es that need to be 


тһе Benicia Old Town T! 
wil have some of their m: 
character costumes. C 
and learn about our 


‘The City Cemetery is located just off East 2" St. 
Take Riverhill Rd. (across from McDonald's) and 
you will go straight into the cemetery- 


eie Мела ——»— 


00 8. 
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x AUDITIONS 


BOTTOMS UP! 
The comedic action takes place on 
the caribbean island at the Hotel 


Pequena 
SUN AUG 17 (12-4) 601 Ist ST 
MON AUG 18 (7-9) BDES 
ia Old Town Theatre Grou 
' Performances 10/17-11/ 
jaoldtowntheatregroup.co 


Things to Do Places to Go People to See 


WERKENDER 


September 2008 LALA HOHE 


Things to Do Places to Go People to See 


October 2008 A g 42 € 


а j, handsome, completely amoral, decidedly larcenous. 
"SMITH: 20s to 405, A wannabe wiseguy with delusions of competence. Probably still lives in 
his mother's basement. 


TONY SCOPEC: 30s to 50s. Dreams of becoming the "Топу Soprano" of Clevelond, Will ic d Tow J 

probably find fulfilment as a licensed exterminator. | EA! O. Oms J 

GEORGE RUSHMORE: 305 to late BOs.Shameless self promoter, always looking for ће, E . 
с perpetually broke, inept director of adult films looking for the big break. = 


| teens to carly 20s. Perpetually stoned cameraman and probably the only sane. > 5 
E. ZA) | | Friday October 12 through N iss 
"w т=з 


30 to 40, The quintessential nerd. Clueless, oblivious, nervous, judgmental, | 
Р Saturday November 8" 


Audition Info: EA Fridays & Saturdays 9PM 
Sunday, August 17, 12-4pm at 601 1" Street E b 
‘Monday, August 18, 7-9pm 140 W. J Street A de d 
Please be prepared to read from the script 
Call backs: Tuesday, August 19 7pm-9pm 
Rehearsals ore Monday-Thursday starting on Tuesday, September 2 


Performances: 
October 17, 2008-November 8, 2008 
(T0) 746-1269 
Reniclaoldtowntheatregroup.com 
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di 2 mv E. 
- Thespian troupe rehearses farcical fall offering 


M Benicia theater group ‘pox Бат 
celebrates 44th season wn doen hotel on om On 
th new play. “Bottoms Etes lend am 
Up! to open in October — ertertsins henelf by fall involve- 
; 
An орону о чало the 
voeg жетоо Вя б 
ober sia of characters 
queunt ial cu month when the 
hate mese. Benes ОМ Town Thre Group 
Ms B erdie 
Ma eed ia. Senaton of Gregg Kreutz "Bat. 
complished gingster’s ea filed "PT, Gace uid 
suitcase ete accidentally itched Mtas] беш! of the play he's 
ЕНЕ ime sy bene fom gene, we ed 
TU CAST OF aque ders "ihe sperren of the Benicia ОШ Cleveland who is about bod ES oe, 
ren [гате Отыр, erezd ty Michael сай, сал alse directs duped into stamng in an т і 


BOAT nee ру. “Bene Lp?" и opens O. 17. by a man who thinks she is (See Bottoms, Page A2] 


“(Pace e prime from Scranton, Pa. and he's forced 
di ee a the prime Mom tee becouse the school 
dContamed fom Page A1] DAE x poles {Күч 
dy bis cse POTION. You start Жашы nates” Moy 
Vee ners л Мейо” argo miles an hour — , sid of Pumphrey 1 

Jine = безнек шли grid ic just has When the teacher arrives at the 
oi teen roughed up by Ме ANC it just has EO БОС ` hor; Valdez tums him away 
Gough to e onthing but its faster." because he is not handsome 
Soy side As far a she's epn- Rescue, E. Pumphrey poes away and 
Cemed, Scahill said, tne raher самса сааи. appears toward the end of the 
Ses Hotel Grande is a vageal play, begging for а room. He even- 
pe Sally cu up Marg one ih 

‘AS toon as June arrives, het a June, whom te met when he first 
һәр, get stitched with whois of disting challenges for "Botoms arri vel 
Sees, ber fellow Clevelander. з Up!” wasting up momentum." Morgan, who had the lead role 
‘self-proclaimed big Kahuna of the іп а play that begins AKA pice. in the group's production of “Sugar 
tndenvorldonamissionto launder “T'sthe prime need in the pro- Babies" in the spring. said the play 
money esmed by his less-than- duction,” the director said. “You required a lot of physical comedy 
ерта bookie Easiness, start at 90 miles an hour ала it just skills, which was not especially 

“to's not поайу as smart as he has lo get faster.” challenging foc him, since he is a 
ihisksheis” Den Clark whoplays Sarah Rozett, who plays hotel comedian who uses facial expres- 

Supe. Bil of fe crook whaisin Owner Senora Valdez, said she sions and body language to make 
damal about his smalltime status, appreciated Scahill's efforts to people laugh. Morgan has been 
He contols 13 percent of a book- liven up the script. “He's taking a doing stand-up comedy for about 
ie operation on the eastem shore of lot of liberties with the script,” she 30 years. 

Leke Erie. He's got control issues said. Benicia Old Town Theatre 
so be's always ying off the han. As example, she cites the Group's choice of plays is limited 
de” entrance of a hotel porterthatintbe by the size of the stage in the | 

‘Scopee routinely takes his 1 Twn 
frustrations quien байт, who Mn Seals version, the Vojvoda TRE 
doubles as his righthand man and porter's character is introduced to ° appeared compatible with the 5 
ciega. the audience handeuffed to a bed- space they had. 

“Anything that can go wrong Роя, “We wanted a comedy? she 
does and Lserew it all up, even “Не takes a very plain said about the selection process for 
though j Sean entrance to something else," Rozet he play. “We wanted something © T TO 
Mest, who plays Smith, said of hie said. "We're very lucky to have that would be a six- or eight peson 
аспект such an open-minded thinker as a cast, А one-set show. 

“The show takes the viewers director.” “Bottoms Up!" opens with a 
tough a eonstanily accelerating This will be Rozen's third sca- champagne gala Oct. 17. twill run 
Sequence ef ironic encounters, son with the group. She started out every Friday and Saturday at 8 
maps and who dun its With Ken Ludwig's "Lend Me а pm. and 4 pm. on Sundays until 

Dyanne Vojvoda, who has Tenor" and: sang and acted in Nov. 8. 
been involved with the group for Ralph Allen and Hany Круз Tickets are available online at 

or. musical comedy "Sugar Babies" hup//wwwieficisoldiowntheatre 
эре of pandemonium during the spring season. group com or atthe Benicia Cham- 

The troops “To add to the strange mix of ber of Commerce at 601 Fist St. 
nights per week rehearsing the Hotel Grande customers, Kreutz Tickets for the opening night 
isst et boas a cast of nire thew, in Raymond Pumphrey, Биа 507 Al folowing hows 
sis man Nomen. played by Pinole's Dan Morgan: ae $20. Tickets for seniors (62 or r 17 - Nov. 8, 200 

SORGE cid one ofthe big " THEN а chemisy teacher older) and зас are SIE. EE КЕ > 

SHEDS WIS: 


E Sunday 4pm. 
‘All Opening Night Tickets, Oct. 17 $25 
General admission $20, seniors/students $18 
Historic B.D.E.S. Hall 
140 West J Street, Benicia 
Dr А 
rails Chabert Commas 
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anna rol s 
ENTERTAINMENT * 


‘Bottoms Up!’ a frolicking good time 


Fast-paced BOTTG production des with good performances 


By Pura McCown 
SREY RAP REA SENSO 


Ap em Un." a rousing. 


econ fora fur 
csse my iter эй! 
Ft to be 
ше effective, азои 
hase ‘levator bell 


Director Michal Sahil 


upstage; it would be nice if 
the audience could see her 
dropped accents canbe par stunning face more fre- 
Sy enamine incom. quently Rachel Obrestad, 
Б plays а movie camera 
Soll who playsa  persoasamedReth blends Eg 
an understated comedic to see. 
touch to the overall mix. Tf 
tors performed well, stund- part. His Set designer Paul Zul Paula McConnell isq 
outs in this show include created a bifurcated stage freelance writer living in 
Daniel Margan, ho plays a gestures ace excellent, al- complete with a simulated Vallejo. 


Dancel Morgan OT Aled 
Sarah E Rozett 
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Love, Sex, and the IRS... 


Love, Sex, and the IRS lives up to its name! BOTTG's 45th 
Season opened this Friday Night, April 17th, 2009 at the BDES 
Hall in Benicia with a ROMP through an East Coast apartment 
house and several lives that begins as a little WHITE LIE to the 
IRS. But it grows! 


Julian Huguet as "Leslie" gives a knockout Performance as the 
best friend of roommate "Jonathan Trachman" played by Sean 
West who tries his damnedest to convince the IRS man played 
by Craig Snider that he truly is Jonathan's wife for "tax 
purposes." The ensuing cast of hilarious characters including 
Janet Duhe, Dan Clark, Casandra Metz, Andrea Gomes, Wayne 
Tomacchio, and Shawn Bonnington, directed by Kai Aikawa, will 
KNOCK your socks off. A definite Must Seel Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group rocks the house with continuing laughter and 
fresh comedy! A very believable Cast, excellent apartment 
Stage setting, and an early light show interaction With music to 
set the next scene(s) will have you believing every minute of 
what NOT to ever Tell the IRS!! 


Peter and Janice Jaffe Bray 
With continued thanks to BOTTG 
and Board Member Dyanne Vojvoda 


Ticket Information: (707) 746-1269 
BDES Hall 140 West J Street, Benicia, СА 94510 
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EKENDER 


І March 2009 WELLE n, 0 


c presented by 
= SE TERE 
m 


d DA ARA 9, 2009 


LL" Online 
ip. 


LOVE, SEK 
“TRS sis 


A comedy in Three Acts 
By William Van Zandt and Jane Milmore 
Directed by Kai Aikawa 


Opening Night Champagne Gala tickets $25 
General Admission $20 
April 17 - May 9, 2009 
Tickets & Info 7 
Tickets available for "vil-cali online at 
‘av benicizoldtovmtneatregroup.com 
or Benicia Chamber of Commerce 
Historic BOES Hall 
140 West J St 
Benicia, CA 94510 

& 
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pens when you combine a grand hotel 
‘an earnest aerobics instructor, 
soft 


тібзу and Satur 
TENUTA Sunday арт. Benicia Old Town The 
Group productions are held at the 
J Street, Benicia, CA 94510, For екі 
information call 207.746.1269 or visi 


as 
"A 


on ts 


TICKETS & INFO: 


p + e "Tickets Available for "МУ. САЦ." Online 
ted by Mighael Scahill " А op cep eat d 
or Rati estad 
ij i ш! 


v Pg oe ai Fin the 


Hotel Grande 

MAER. ry Dn the 

CarBbeati island 

of 

October 17 - Nov. 8, 2008 Santa Pequena 
TICKETS & INFO; (707) 746-1269 


п $20, se 
--- ` Historic B.D.E.S. Hall 
140 West J Street, Benicia 
Tickets Available for "WILL CALL" Online 
www.beniciaoldtowntheatregroup.com 
... er Benicia Chamber of Commerce 


Directod by Michael Scahill 
Assistant Director. Rachel Obrest 
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Halloween reprise! 


The A Cape 


tahin 


Darpa her vo, Peter Bray 
"ael dere ha hey ler cory unii " pose 


ly disi cav! The Indian 
erm anl Bose carrot are bed in 
hace vh luc, so try Elmer's 
Mite glue. is year | tried con- 
‘ental wood glue but t wasn’t 
so great — but tt only be 
dene vo mony hours before you 
‘eu your bead, bocaue you have 
Group опит wilting, 

de ps ate Des heer. 

sal Society Ret Wa 1E 

ad sed 


EE 
Halloween 1 rode BART to werk. 
їп Sun засво wearing my ош 
fiL] wat a hig t de Peut 
ИШ Staden ant all along the rate 
to the тасада Suton, bot 
Dy mpl contig hen de 

fis Vers mido my pempkin 
rat heling around WER ше, 
That son NO fun! 

Tbe eye les haye to be huge 
since you'll kavo NO. 
vision inside your bend. To com- 
pense, cob hose suckers га big 
HOLIT UP 
the steer} шил of (е shell 
AE 

усве bead sip 

side 1o side Jt lo see cud you 
— ind don't forget to hoek domm 
tewand the sidewalk: Walking on 
errr get ona ag ut 


EL ert for 
the mid фи wok. 


The Bate Suet түйө 
hak cava fepe for haa am] 
Deneve | canal t the nig 
Dome the nest da 
ep 


u 


мира 
ear 
Sire cone 
n NU drm 
oe pn vor 
гкан sey Seen 
anl easing Jor tose 
fort Spigot ne A ut 
EE 
Коной ыты билк 
techy ne and skean te 
BEFORE you sik yrr leno 
X mad mako sed 
краш уюса кые 
ET 
Tar тотон ra ate 
A cube, tug sone ише 
Pumpkin Wizard might want to 
Som Unt 


You can buy the straw flowers Або from a previous 


at the flower departments at Safe- 
dor Raley’, but don't for- 

get Michael's in Vallejo! The; 

have some outstanding stuf, and 


_ grest colors and textures 100, and. 


2 colored, feather boa! 
Go for it! ГЇ be watching for 
you next year! 


Halloween Walk 2009 
Down where seagulls ly and 
ducks walk, 


1 was trying to bring some corpo: 
rate blin 


with tassels, made sure my Dock. 


re unstained and shunning, 
у blue suede jacket and black T- 

shirt 

аз poetically focused as possible, 

then I added the pumpkin head. 

dried flowers 

miscellaneous feathers, and the 

‘multicolored, 

feathered bou; а page straight out 

Of the Bechtel SF office Напа. 

boot 

Pages 1984-94, see for yourself. 

The species continues 1o evolve. 

up: wwwpeterbrayorglodyssey: 

оті 

CPeter Bray, 103/09 All rights 

reserved 


LBL Halloween Queen 

After 6 1/2 years at Brown 
‘and Caldwell Consulting Engr 
neers, and before starting at Bech: 
tel in the city, spent a year and 
half at the Lawrence Berkeley 
Lab, up on the hill, running an Art 
Group of nine artists forthe 
Physics Researchers. After а year 
осо of ploting every muon, 
quark, proton, blackhole explo- 

radiation on the planet, 

ıt was time for Halloween, 

Janice loaned me some of her 
clothes 1 think T already had the + 


‘event Bechtel had no idea what 
kind of guy they were hiring the 
following year ~. or maybe a 
Good Word cared from across 
the Bay? Nc 


Tan Pony Out For a Romp 

Tick the Tan Pony out for a 
romper maybe it tok me 
Nara moonless October ii a 
ood night for witch howling, or 
Tooking for Halloween beast on 
thehighvay 

T'was o 680 North headed 
bome fom work ше had 
oen sumy and bright. ton the 
ei sie of day, you could buid 
ра sweat and бей pet chilled in 
the shadows that Kind ofa day — 
ad shadows were growing longer 
шу Gee fingers ола with want 
ing more always more ger 
bread cookies and things like that 

Preparations wer in every 

mind cr Halloween some of vs 
fad even done Halloween ety. 

Bob Dylan was playing 
something on ту CD poyer = 
Toning тшк and pis = 

Tracked the eft power win- 
dow down a bi asif зк он 
The tan pony's excess разво, 
a combination of horsepower and 
spett honest, and Ve. 
oer de Tal Boone 
Sume manner we had been romp- 
ing all he чау fom Oakland 
The FasTrak Express Lane is 
rely a god pe fra Yahoo! 
TENER 

romp lows all бе wi 
Te hay aal ie биши 
Оша бе glovebox оо. едым 

Орос Bray. 102209 Al 
righs reseed 


Peter Bray can be reached by 
‘email at PerBroy@AOLcom or 
visit his Web site at wwwoeter- 
туо. 
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October Events 
Tricks, Treats and 
Tastes of the Season 


By Sue Sumner-Moore. 

Dyanne Vojvoda was shopping for wallpaper when a chance encounter with a high 
school acquaintance led to a series of life-changing events 

At the friend's suggestion, Dyanne went to a general meeting of the Benicia ОШ 
Toun Theatre Group that same night. She was a newcomer ia toum and didn't know 
anyone in the room 

“It was a brave moment for me,” she says. 

Twenty-eight years later, she is an integral part ofthe group, which has been produc- 
ing live theater here since 1964. 

‘She even met her husband, attomey Dan Clark, that first year of volunteering with 
the theatre group. “I'd seen this lankhead on the stage, speaking lalian; and | asked 
someone, "Who is this му! ^ she says, They've been married 18 years and both re- 
main active in ВОТТО, 

While Dan performs, Dyanne remains strictly backstage. She has held several board 
positions over the years, including multiple terms as president. 

Her wurk as a costumer for "Love, Sex and the IRS” саты her a nomination 
this year for ax Arty, one of nine BOTTG nominations for the awards honoring 
performing arts in Solano County. The company brought home one Апу at the awards 
show last month: Paul ill was homered for his et design for the BOTT production 
of "Douoms Up," while Benicia High School earned four Arty awands in the youth 

is production of “Once Upon a Mattress.” 

Dyanne is coordinating pubic for the production of “Daughters” that opens October 16. 

Dyanne, 60, grew up in the Day Area. She retired five years agg after 32 years as a 
deputy probation officer for juvenile in Contra Costa County 

| tes the fre member of the family w settle in Benicia, and th Mollie Vojvoda 
| moved o toum 14 years ago. Dyanne and Dan share their home with their tuo cats, 


How con people support the local theater community? 
Buy u ticket. The сам needs an audi 
ng like h full housse. They need to hear 
vat will call oc through the Chamber of C 


How much seep do you get the week before opening night? 


lot much. In fact, when werke at the p 


Гаи work the 
work ts done 


What motivates you to stay involved after all these years? 
Teva have bres Be en mon vacation 


ih the thestir full 


odii iaces yo lh 
lone x 


Whats your dream for the theatre group's future? 
Moving use vali i toy рай. We hee ob 
fort I s 

tees 


What do you and Dan libe to do ea d 
We lie t mtr Г 


Out and A OUT 


Art 


Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group's Fall Play 
Daughters 


Four generations of Italian-American family women gi 
to deal with a family crisis, while the ailing paar rek i 
om playing Caruso records. Witten by John Monen Ev 


сод performance? 


igyest sarprive during pour 28 уел is ewm? 
haa, Гале P 
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Times- Herald. 
Friday, October 8. 2009 


Director finds m ie Cay 


‘Daughters’ FRA 


"n. for 


study of Amen 


easy to swallow ea pale na 


By Rich Freedman 


| 
s tma 


f эп Italian American family 9 t^ 


B. acero The frat farmers imelode Cer 

1 fot tat families have to be vlr Кез, ven Walsh Jean Rer 

from Brookiya or be alien пал. Natalie Ray, amd Reheleh ege. 

ә American to have drama. Henk Taheareals have gone even better th 

Oct. 16 ар ОМ Town Thee expected,” Саап anid. "1 kove both fiat 


board presi Time actors as well a4 quite aceampliahe 


a attests to that women, АН have beon patient, rodieatet 
feurcia OU 


‘beautifully written piece env nd Iróly geperous ta ane another, That 


iy drama we may have all expe- was what { wna hoping for but haat 
Town THEATRE aid Vojvoda, "Т wn expecially something 1 expected 


5 p 
moved by this play while reading it With this cast, “thera haa been lon 
GROUP PRESENTS 


because it is so familiar to ine and my drama in terms of what ia going on ЧТ. 
"Daugnrexs" Croatian family. stago” than a usual mixed gender produc 


My GB-yearold mother is alive in Beni- | Hon, Cana said “There's a young М 
The ARTY swank orang 


ia, T have sisters (of varying relationships), sehooler that hax definite éhusch and ac 
Tema ОМ Tiree Theatre Creep and fantastic niecesinephews (urandehil 


ЖОШ amici demie commitments and the тен of the 

J we e m "iren to my mother) and we aro ail In thie cast is married and throe аге grandma, 

aoe и ы comedy-drama, рК these rich charactors So, tho show is just part of there hi 

oe > " are in all of our families or friendships, It [on 

|. بے‎ SU ur) Bin seomed so timely to showense a drama. Cann was arked if her approach would 

‘Bone se pe Seo Daughters, 78 ho difforent with the ай romam east iut 
The eskom rom Fry al 


were n man 
‘Samay Og рат rough 
Na? 


, bus 


“That ія à question 1 would not know 
how to bogin (o answer” sho said. “It 
strikes me really funny because what 

a ^и makes this show worthy of an audience's 
NC Mme Timo is that these women are боп пае 
da American елду i Brock: 


as the true-to-life characters they are, 


tp fm fe ween раа ч Benicia Old Town Shethor or Ek ea 


can or not, people will understand fheir 


pony and idiosyncrasies, That отау, 
‘ = the playwright, who wrote ее chara 
уч 6 {ors wath пей an intricacy and charmis 
Tekn perce m Zot who they ware at the heart 0) 
indore and SIR for senion and J x. them. So, tt seems to me that if a man 
tides with ID Tickets ane avail- 3rou p cared about these characters, hie, too, 
е М. tei йы e к vic could do them justice.” 
Cann did tweak one aspect of the play 
s теша echt: — manga, manga, manga. 
poparen; ora the Henicia Cham- “These women are in one location — 
Jer of Commerce at 60 First St. the DI Angelo family kiteben,” Сапа said. 
rok sine oed Is central Пайап catus 1 
oy ink 1 have increased the amount of foo 
For move infeematon. call these characters eat during the course of 
ж. the show from how I saw it in the begin- 
ning. I am hoping the audience can smell 
the pasta cooking.’ 


Шә] 
| What ‘Daughters by бо Barca Ое Темп 

| йа бир 

| When: Oct. 16-Nov. 7 

| Wie DES, Ve to Wost д. Baca 

| Teka 520 general Ма rte 

| i rare, 

| torso @ourbasrepcuscon 


"Ifa thing is worth doing at all, itis worth doing well" 


K al wie 
“tim looking э what th ste WSS Sow. Hie y Ue "Dac 
Boon BB. ш BOTTG Mun 
vie iet вае e EE saath SPS ig E ik Dag 
eduction, vm EET kodon 9 Plain, We don't К they are ро walls. Wes them, 
Ee sey eS da ek, ee "de light crew will be ae 10 
peas M KC ME E 
B Er 8 а) с if cunning splash differen! 
production, vel not have to prend ars sping metit “тыл уйде юш nus hd ram 
EX 2 dee MA AE ep characters "The lack of walls ami t el 
nest week. The hitcben cabinets, merle Ye every year in 5шю County plan, bU miei ME Eed 
from scratch, are done, Water walls сые in theater — for his ду] hur props be m EY ESE 
асар the Kitchen faucet. Even the fci design on the preap's pCO Zi m RR SES a 
stove works ион of "Booms Up 4 А — EX 
"Ты play's oowarunton crow buit EI "That Kind of sgl тер de Sonte De am NU EE 
the kitchen fom math, Theater PACA ZIL vedi ow the as vet Уай cad of the азу.“ came O cs a i бе vaag ad] eae = pl 
eg tosh Fie, ULL PEER Ek E TE, 
К Е mi uem cujos dedicata] o nach oí ie 
ier 2 Ай OM Ton on, my hal work, am duke. ig ui eni d AU 
end esc soning eal ер ae ee 
Herr wi chem and other parts of à deo > 
End err EE 
C porem EE REED EER ER 
"TT » ا‎ кя 
| place tr thee Kitchen ofa roe EIE ا ا‎ tat 
ER sms ey 
io 
set dep" УЙ wié Vie аас will ha m — | 
saab ot age ZA NE ese ea 


he rs Das agen MA زی‎ tac Meng AMOUR 


hee 
EET 
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ELE 
John Morgan Fons 

| | SDC ———- directed by 

Е о 

| 


Casy Cann 


Benicia 
Tickets & Info 
(707)746-1269 


@ beniciaoldt 
or Benicia Chamber DAN 
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ma steals ‘Daughters’ spotlight 


j. weg. «lide споре grand- 
ada Cats Rebekah VEE) чер 
neal), profewang fo know what's 
West fe everyone. Meanie, “Pop” is 
procera bo be resting upstairs in bed. 

Lanting emetaionnent value to a 

frets such ax this demande 
sone charged повы interplay, lively 
set or алпи focus on the stage, 
and a competing subplot. Tho Benicia 
Phusion does offer soene realistic dis- 
yo wf emotion, and the script includes a 


EER, 


no lines, Kract«ch managed to cre- 
character loaded with pot: 
aslo. lang only facial expression, 
posture and the few props at her disposal. 
день у Merate only in her native lal 


Whenever а shouting match pot start- 
es fr example, Grandma calmly pulled 
pier sry and san locking up, erly 
praying as she counted the beads. УУ 
food was placed before ber, she reveled in 
every aspect of it, joyfully shaking salt 
‘and pepper on ber own and others plates, 

bits with her hands and drop- 
Ping them delightedly into her ut. 

‘Other stres he production 
M enm 
‘Tessie, the neurotic, once-insttutionalized 
older daughter. When she got into it with 
Rapp, Barnhart or Vega, the interactions 
‘were highly believable, lifting the show 
ош of its momentary lulls. A couple of 
subplots also provided a heightened level 


THE LADIES OF ‘DAUGHTERS’: 
Barnhart, Natalie Rapp апа Rebekah Vega. 


of interest, the first and mast compelling 
being Pop's apparent throat cancer and 
the looming decision as to whether be 
should have his larynx removed. High- 
strung Tessie can’t fathom why other 
{amily members would even consider 
‘opting out ofthe surgery, whereas her 
daughter and younger sister are more 
enthusiastic about an aliemative treatment 
that could spare Pop's voice. 

‘Second, it is revealed carly on that 


"rom left, Carolyn Kraetieh, Coleen Walch, Jean 


Тег" husband is involved in an extra- 
marital alli. This provides the actress an. 
‘opportunity for expression of shock and 
gric, which Walsh handles excoedinyly 
well, Throwing in an off-stage, violent 
confrontation involving a gun and torn 
clothing however taxes the audience's 
tolerance for dramatic license and steals 
from the play's natural flow. 

Finally, it comes to light that younger 
sister Patty Ann's husband is also 


— 


involved un seme энте тормак, actua 
Afi, she heb ж d he gh 
eei er mud. тай m De conl 

makes her ent aber Pang on er cred 
inal any a fice he ut en, ve 
Contes ha she houras what lev mha 
up to” She the teh the asl y hos 
Trade haves ern, rent of ear 
"oae Ned wyne Br 

Tris not clear fel he Л 
илгиз having tht trees ore 
ec haven m he play poken ж ax ha 
proneanced distance чїч Pony Aran 
‘wos чтуу fling vulnerable aftr die 
kring her krazw ego of Per fede Г 
бонети, Mayte Tov ат» meant кї, 
ermphase Ve hers o Mie references 
tots character одр ток o face 
e's harter realities. 

“The ply oddreses some of the com 

wes that occur wide a итеу. ard 

docs so with humee seal creativity, И 

does no pet down and diny, nor is it 
Tuphly sentimental. Where pict and ран 
son are under exploited, the hortor and 
personality of the characters provide Me | 
‘lua that holds the performance together, | 


Elisabeth Warnimant holds a Bachelor of | 
Arts degree in Germanic language and lite 
erature from the Unlsersity of Californias 
Santa Barbara. She is currently a subst 
Tute teacher for the Benicia Unified Schoot 
District. 


EE 


DIRECTOR Casy Gann ill 


the Brons. 


usher in the new season for the 


fing tort cal ael 


d 


E Benicia Old Town 


BEET A. MONK 
Апам Editor 


moon. 


Local troupe. preps season opener 


‘Theatre group to open new 
play, ‘Daughters, Oct. 


16 


asy Cann is over the 


The dicor of 
Benicia ОМ Town Theatre's fall pro- 
duction of “Daughters,” which opens 
Oct. 16, said she couldn't ask for 


Town. And she's loving it, she said. 
f written! 


tions, but this is hr first at Benica Old 


John Morgan 
five women in 


сап family. They live in Brooklyn, 
‘They qua. They laugh, They зау 
1 shock people. 
Eie family Шз to esch other 
like they are angry, but it's ош of 
love; Cann said, “We know people 
like this, we've met people lke this. 
You know that at their core, there is 
nothing mean-spirited about them — 
they just don't speak im flowery 
еты? 
The, all-female сам include 
Coleen Walsh (Tessie), Jean Barnhart 


Carol 
Rebekah Vega (Сева) — all of whom. 
Cann said. have made her quite 
pleased эк rehearsals and preparations 


Т 

(n 

ү 
£ 


i 
i 


RARE 
tub 
is 


i 
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ii 

i 


şe 
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Things to Do Places to Go People to See 


WEEKENDER 


gadaine 


November 2009 


* 
Tickets: $20 GenerstAgkslen 
$16.00 өто, зве 
Reserved Seating & Discount: (10 ог тоге) 
TICKETS ALSO SOLD AT NOOR 
Doors apan 1 rour betore curtain 


No Host Bar avallablo before show and intermission 
The Cast. 


Jean Barnhart, Мате Rapp, 
lye. Rebekah Vega 


BOTTG HAS ANOTHER WINNER 


ву Carla Gallagher, Who's On First 


|] Imagine being a Пу on the wall in an old Brooklyn family 


Kitchen. Mama is cooking as family members gather together. 
You have set the scene foc "Daughters" by John Morgan Evans 


|| asthe Arty-anard winning BENICIA OLD TOWN THEATRE. 


GROUP begins its 2009 Fill Session.. This is a poignant 
‘comedy of four generations women in an I 

kitchen in Brooklyn dealing with family tragedies. The cast 
of five women bring back memories of many family 
‘gatherings. CAROLYN KRAETSCH is quite the scene stealer 
even though she never says a word. COLLEEN WALSH has 
graced ош local stage several times and doesn't let us down. 
NATALIE RAPP makes her premiere performance in the roll 
‘of Patty Ann and does a fine Job. REBEKAH VEGA stepped 
In to the cast late, bot you would never know i 
performance. JEAN BARNHART woa an ARTY nomination 
for her last performance with BOTTG and aptly reminds us 
‘of ll the "Mamas" we have known. The cast takes you to tears 
‘and laughter as they weave their tale of strong Italian women; 
each finding in her own way ... life is what you make it. Even 


|| tbe prop manager got applause on opening night as she moved 


about the set as if choreographed lo the music. PAUL ZILL 
has given us a set that takes us all back tothe spacious Kitchens 
‘of our childhoods where everyone gathered. CASY CANN 
has given us a great presentation that makes us fel like we 
are sitting at that table and part of the family. 


COME EXPERIENCE THE 
TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF THE ARTS 
When you come to a Benicia Old Town Theatre Group 
production, not only do the tireless volunteers appre- 
ciate your support, but with your presence, you are 
recognizing how essential the arts are to the vitality of 
‘our community and our quality of life. The performing 
aris expand our creativity, build social bands and pro- 

Vide us with pleasure and comfort 
~ Dyanne Vojvoda, Publicity 


Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group 


* 


Don't miss il Lost 2 weeks 


of performances 
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The Benicia Historical Society 


and 
Soroptimist International of Benicia 
present 
2009 
Holiday 


Parlor Tour y 


Saturday, 


December 5, 2009 Ee aat ates Cement 


jo pm Lo» Er 14 


= Tickets: $25 
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6 vintage homes decorated for the holidays plat 
renovated Communding Offa's Quarters 
Sel guided tours YpreSpn for vintage hames 
% Commanding Otficer's Quarters 
Tie Commanding Offices Quarters wil feature holiday Rem fr эше 
by ро! mon profts. Food & beverages malle, open isti Уу. 


+ Tickets on tule 11/1, $25 per person. Tickets are tated; avaiable st Banca 
Main Street Depot, Camelia Tea and Bookshop Berika 


For more info or ticket reser call 707.745.3551 


4 


ENICIA 


Volume 5 Issue 2 + December 2009. 


By Joey Baker 
Photos by Раду Fulton 
This month we're all about the 
п 


"May we take your 


Î 1. Tom Matick with Daughters 
Stage Manager Melliss Crimon 
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Things to Do Places to Go People 


H The Валла Historical Suciety connecting People with the Past 
& The Benicia Sucoptimists 
Present 
2009 Holiday Parlor Tour 
Saturday, December 5, 2009 
1:00 - 5:00 рш 


Tickets $25 = z E 
Ticket sales at: | "Tour includes open house of 
Bookshop Benicia, Camelia Tea Room ‘Commanding Officer's Quarters 
Chamber of Commerce. | from 1:00 - 7:00 pm - 
Benicia Main Street | anadditional 2 hour 
ing 


For more information call: 707-745-3551 ا ا‎ 


WS MEE ES 


REISE а DIN 


EY 
No 


eu 


атт 


THERE” 


PAGE 48 


PAGE 49 


B.D.E.S. Building Restoration Fundraiser 
March 13, 2010 


WINE TASTING 


a 
SILENT AUCTION 


Ber : weers came dressed to 
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3enicia Old Town Theatre Group's 
Bawdy Musical Comedy 
The Great American Trailer Park 
Musical through May 15 


MA Lene бейет Doster 


—— 
С ока б dr 


ones EE scr 
— coral Мочи (Nola лише] wil 
SHAUN nade even when eed wilh Ke Capes tete 
rye save Воно hs nae bal чар сыру where 
tno irten with exotic dancer Гаррі (Rama Карак Kent 
te шла у erm on ebur she wet ut ftatum 
S er reen. "Do you have any ides what y le she complain, ^з 
"he jour enne by olli: tla bil after dollar iter dollar ЫШ? = Yer 
ТД “Гю a өй eelte” But Pis ex-boyfriend Duke (Kalin Mitchel, 
Дн mage нит anes wll go any ee win Mere ад, 
Tea meer of the cost hos an opportunity to give a маг performance. S 
ANC nos MeAlinter and Spine Оп are postively oumtanding w a 
forse narrate the pexcedings Their harmonies 
hon by Lanse South) are tight, lud and completely 
Loss пин эй the extra characters — from strippers to foo court 
Жане. As rh um wil one ofthe кө, Piles (Ortis) ixa fintonker chowa. 
ER TE mel flexible fice Lin (MeAllite) throws out one-liner, with 
Qn Canon ike ракако CMy name> Lin My ral name Linoleum Vane 
Жайы pave birh to me on the kitchen foor”); and Berry (Peck) has 
N Ee ae od mother quality with an extra shot of bawlines- 
E er appeopnatel lanl with tacky pink and bue pastel. Robin 
oe denn rell of fun creations that ate hilariously ever the top; and 
оаза Sure) Loew naves the characte around the stage їп perfect form 
ean Көп the 104 tthe dao чта and Hyd cuit і 
tee (run intended} чойе brush” dance. 
e te ems Tite 
educated anda bit les at times, Put they're depicted as generally 
Sincere, loveste people. 
acer seb OT f happily reliving the days when 1 actually lived in 2 
oen m Brevard County, Florida, Some may cal ea guilty please, 
“The Creat American Ther Park Musical is wrong, then 1 don't wanna 


Exi " door, the Benicia 
a the fd мә weeks! Tickets ме available at the doo, 

"reme amd online at Benleholitownrhearegoup com. 
кше all 149 ex) Sacer, Benicia. 18 


SEATHERER Pr | 


5 professional groomers on staff 
Do-it-yourself pet wash 


East 5th Street, Benicia 
07.745.501€ 
w.FeathererP. 


1y a sine teacher for the Beni 
cia Unified School District. 


WHO'S ON FIRST 
04-14-10. 
A GREAT PLAY AND THE BHS CAR SHOW! 


By 
Carla Gallagher 


PAUL ZILL has set yet another delightful scene for the BENICIA OLD TOWN THEARTE GROUP. Fiom 
the mud flaps , satellite dishes, and reflectors to a redneck wind chime Armadillo Acres cames alive se a vt 
honed cast presents their kooky story 
through May 15 of “The Great American Trailer Park Musical". My prediction of an evening of LOL wes a 
wasted. In the course of the evening this production covers: agoraphobia, adultery. О” mamal 
road Hill hysterical pregna flan and disco. Brim 
the tears of laughter, STEI E ORTIZ are li parteci 7 
VA KANGAS-KENT 
explodes on to the stage as bawdy. flirtatious stripper with a w is played by 
ELIZABETH REGER. who's voice gets stronger and stronger as her character pets stronger: KATI IN 
MITCHEL аз Duke plays the marker huffing jealous boyfricad of Pippi very well und Left fes sme 
laughing at the song” NOLAN MECHAM creates a Norbert tom bowen Iis lowe vf де 
Costco. his frustration with her agoraphobia, and the Mir of Pippi. JEFF LOWE ha de pba 
ion of cl a ell timed finished performance, You Wil have fon, res. f 
Û over due io demand мт 
group : л ls due to the womslzrful осаго 
! Friday and Saturday performances are гй R PM (doors орёл al Т} Sune 
veral nier (^2) and studente with ED aee 
«vace for group: of TO or mare at a riceve. Tien are ө 
the BENICIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ov reserved online at www henîc аА Е КИМ 


p 


Benicia resident Lynne Smith, the show's musical director and vocal cuart E 
ident Lyne vocal coach, sad “Taller Park" shew ces "a Mow 


“Some (songs) are bluesy, same are ballads. Some are айлына jazzy,” South МЫ. 


Sire wonderful music, And by that I meas that t's upbeat and fun. ТЫ уге gd v pu а 20 end WU 


“Hooks simple, but i's ough — a's а challenge” 
Bui the actors are handling the challenge very wall Lome кы ~The poopie т Wa Whew are bei bE 


nor 
“The Great American Trailer Park Masia" runs from Apr M se May 1. the Mtr LILES Hal 48 Wot 
у а жайда. Тым are SIS SSO peni мм pla pe 
de er Ыы SRR Cal TIEID ve 

Wien кашыма 

ПЕРТУ 


жү 
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THEATRE 


Group PRESENTS 


Шу өй, 
j| BOOK BY 
BETSY KELSO 


J OE 
BES 


STS = +] +$ 


M JEFF LOWE 


1 


TES 
MUSIC AND LYRICS BY 


DAVID NEHLS 


ЕЕЗ 


“WILL CALL” Online 
@ www.ben tiaoldiowntheatregroup.com 


Friday, Saturday 8pm 


or Benicia Chamber of Commerce Sundays 4pm 


GOODMAN 
Continued fom Page Al 


The show 


Mee a dome rem Valen 
iil he Red a Outer. ihe sra sqm in qj 29. P 


Die امم‎ keer prong com 
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TA 


'2 views: "Trailer Park talks trash, delivers fun 


St meen pete sens em "Th at Amar Tto P Мейыр Wd ry pin 


LOL at BOTTG's ‘Trailer Park’ my 


ШШ 


15 
i 


Audience revels in latest laugh-out-loud 
offering from Benicia theat hm 
= асин ч BEEF hrougboue the year 


amd wiles away the days together. 
Norten and Jeanne eund 


ороз et par pen бое. 
yen. 


саара, 
аа gatio 


PAGE 54 


ма Wednesday, Apri 21. 2010 — DAILY REPUBLIC 


People 


A JUDGE SENTENCED. 
Michael Douglas’ son on 
drug charges to five years 
in prison Tuesday, calling It 
his "last chance to make it.” 

U.S. District Judge 
Richard M, Be 


hearing 31-year-old 
Cameron Do: apologize 
with his father in court, ad- 
mitting that he had squan- 


dered a lot of of 


кырыс eo 
EE EE E 
dc dp 
methamphetamine and co- 
E 


Ialso had an opportunity £6 
bea part of history. 
According to the pro- 
gram, “Fences” is the 99th 
production BOTTG has pur 
Оп since the troupe's start im 
1964. In all that time, the 


boundaries of idiom, ime, 
geography and circum- 


LOL at BOTTG's “Trailer Park" musical ' 


BY Tony WADE 
DAILY REPUBLIC. 
CORRESPONDENT 


"BENICIA — Benicia Old 
‘Town Theatre Group's pro- 
duction of “The Great 
American Trailer Park Mu- 
sical 


bout Jerry 
Springer's guests be like?" 
‘The show managed to 
ull off the tricky feat of be- 
ig low brow, profane and 
downright vulgar in spots 
апа oddly charming in oth- 
ers. 
The word that best de- 
deribes the play is hilarious. 
The story is basically 
About the residents of a 
seedy Florida trailer park 
named Armadillo Acres and 
what happens when the be- 
mullet-ed Norbert (Nolan 
Mecham) cheats on his ngo- 
raphabic wife Jeannie (El 
abeth Reber) with a stripper 
pained Pippi (Rana Kangas- 
enn. 


pulled togethers 
eral diverse artists into a 
White trash extravaganza- 
Phe three narrators/com- 
nentators, Hetty (Steph 
veel), Pickles Ciydnee Or- 
fiz) and Lanoleum (Courtney 
McAllister), were individu- 
ly and cotlectsvety halari- 


a 
Pook bod the trailer 
rump nitude, look and an 
lection down. McAllister 
srought opun nnd power 
house vocals. Ortiz? Siar a 
djs T8 amd jo crazy talent- 


piss Wan upstaged Dy M 


Review | 
The Great amorioan 
Taller Park тигис" 

8 рут. Friday, Saturday, 
April ЗО, May 4, May а, 
Sha may 1448 

4 pm. Sunday, May 2 and 
MAYS 

8.0.6.8. Нан, 340 w. 
Tir Bomas 

320 for adults, $18 tor 
Saniora, 62 und older and 
Studente with vand idani 
fication 

7495826 + 
hitpi//vrveviboniciaold- 
EE 
AACA are roum 


costumes. From a bare 
midriff pole dance outfit to a 
Uger print mini skirt to à 
red dress that threatened to 
have a Janet Jackson-esque 
wardrobe malfunction, Kan- 
gas-Kent brought sexy back 
To Benicia, 

Reber, who was in her 
theatrical debut, did an in- 
credible job. There was an 
instance where she missed a 
cue, but she more than 
made up for it with a blow: 
the-duors-off rendering of 
the song "Pant 

Kalin Mitchel was n 
gerem as Pippi'a tua тоги, 
PAM hufin", mane marker 
кайа” jealous boy friend 
Duke. His first appearance 
in the play where he walked 
on an at MAIS staet wath hes 
belly exposed elicited, well, 
тену leuis 

The soto, by Paus zalt, 
wore unbelievable. AN tius 
Irnppíeurs of a stereotypical 
trobar park were prezent 
euo Mia ruah Out nai 
DE 


to the satellite dishes and 
antennas on the roofs to the 
obligatory plastic pink 
flamingos. 

‘Accessories like out-of- 
season Christmas lights and 
û wind chime made from 
empty beer cans hanging 
from a wrench added a spe- 
cial touch. 

Costume Designer Robin 
Banka. Шш for the play prob- 
ably said something Hike QD. 
trampy (2) trashy O) cleave 
age a plenty: 

"The narrators all had big. 
blonde wigs and wore 
enough blue eye shadow to 
make both the late Tammy 
Faye Bakker and Mimi 
Bobeck of rhe Drew Carey 
Show" proud. 

"The choreography, by 
Stacey Loew, was some- 
times sensual (Pippi's pole 
dance during "rhe Buci 
Stops Hero”) and wonder- 
fully inventive and fun. 
Flushed Down the Pipes 
When the narrators danced 
with rubber gloves and toi- 
iet brushes). 

"Musical director Lynne 
Smith brought out the best 
in alf the performers, The 
Sonus were clever and 
©шеһу, and it helped that 

cant had several very 
strange sinters (notably 
McAllister and Ortiz) whe 
could pick up the stack of 
theless voouily пайса 

‘Standout tines meluded 
the opener “This Side of tke 
Tracks." "One sap Closer” 
asd the disce tah torina 
Afro wat. 

ive bang design b 

i» Larry Clark Lowe 
sien by Larry 
ent sisi coubemted per. 
pere 


them like the finale, which — 
featured the great line, “I'm | 
going to make like a nail and 
press on.” 

However, in the middle 
of the play a sweet and 
haunting duet called "Own- 
er of My Heart" suddenly 
appeared. In the song, Nor- 
bert and Jeannie reassess 
their relationship. their 
voices If not their lives, in 
harmony. 

THE NOT-SO-GOOD: While 
it was great that the show” 
was so funny that people  , 
laughed long and hard, it 
might behoove the actors to | 
Wait а bit until the chuckles | 
die down before moving on 
30 audiences don't miss | 


relationships with his soms. 
wife, friends, brother aed. 


During intermission, the au- | 
dience was invited to peruse 
an actual garage sale in the 
buck of the theater where 
nothing was more than $10. 
The merchandise included 
LP records by Ted Nugent 
and April Wine as wellas р 
books such zs “The Roadkill , 
Cookbook” and “The Mul- 
let: Hairstyle of the Goda” 
THE BOTTOM LINE: ‘There 
are more laughs in “The 
Great American Trailer 


the Jerry! Jerry!” chante 
for (he indie sace Ws shaw ome 


| 


{ 


Í 
| 


il 


i 


| 
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Tho cast of Fences’ proparo for opening night on Oct. 15 in Benicia. 


Fences ..- 
m Continued tom 78 
"Themes such as von. infi- 
direct reflection of the Holy ‘Spirit аску family secrets ‘and violence to 
7 Ivory said. “I part- башк a few. Also, everyone should 
{oly Spirit to discern be able to rel that. 
visual composition. wi 


ool holds costume sal 


Benicia High Sch 
‘nigh school. 1100 Military West. бог Halloween oF to, cost! 


" 1268. 
Valleinan recalle mamorck 


‘strates her belief in and mm. oes 
HAAR, ec enl 707-746-1269, x 


Themes of family WEEE 


and: 
for! 


FENCES” is playing at Benicia ОМ Town Pers 
EE oon ar. ra Tes QU PDE. Hall through 
MR Mabe Wh pots end Rric Ps Madison Green, Bos Rael Below 


advantages — and disadvantages — 
‘of being the son of such a stubborn and. 
| man. While Troy cares for 
iy eid dee a va 
the same hat he 

по prevent them. tis somal 
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& 
Saturday 


8 pm. 17. А, Winner of the 1987 Pulitzer Prize 
S U nday , { » “Fences has a scope and impact far bigger 
Matinees To $ed than that of a simple family drama". ч 


oq m 
4 pm. 2 ; Fences depicts the quiet 
Located at^ ^9 ; collapse of an ordinary 


B.D.E.S. Hall à; ASTE E African American family 
. Mer DM 5 presented bJ in ше ШЭ 
Benicia Old Town : 


— Tickets & Info 
Ta 746-1269 ТШЕ ТЕКЕ 


ing as the current President of the Benicia Old Town Theatre Group to 
enicia to come and experience our latest offering, August Wilson's 
t play, FENCES, 


of our Board members viewed this wonderful work at the Oregon 
in 2008, we knew we had to bring it to 
story of an African American family in 
thos, love and disappointment. As it recounts the struggles of 
overcome his bitter roots and provide a better life for himself 
ined by the inherent racism of the times, itis at it’s heart a classic 
an story . We ut the BOTTG believe this a tale that needs to be seen by everyone, 
that is among the best offered by modem theater, and highly recommend it for 
lult und teens as a moving family drama with lessons for all, 


Our talented and hardworking cast has outdone itself night after night to bring life 
masterpiece, They have received standing ovations ut almost every performance, 
have already had a number of audience members returning for a second viewing. 
9” show BOTTG has brought to our citizens in 46 years, and one of the 
t miss this show! 


^ а the BDES Hall, 140 West J Street. Call 746-1269 or online at 
waldtownthestregsoup com. 


Dan Clerk 


| Tickets & Info 


2 6-1269. 


Benicia Old Tow 
R 


PAGE 57 


Benicia Old Town 


TH EATR Е PRESENTS 


Group 


(ns | HERALD PRINT 
EXCLUSIVE 
pella 


‘Fences’ 
and 
more 
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BY SAMUEL J- 


ences” Knocks it Ош of t- 


Showin aspiring 
ейтип ond beiled 
lom, presica end per 
pers 


BENICIA OLD TOWN THEATRE GROUP 


TELLS өзө. 


“FENCES” Director Selected 


Terrenos Tyrie Ivory has been se- 
lected o direct Benicia OM Tow: 
Theatre Group's bil show "Fences", 
а 1983 Pulitzer Prize winning play 
ty Арал Wilson. Th play focuses 
on tho fives of A fame Ameriean 
ally ia he 195%. 
An experienced directa and setor, 
Ivory has a bachelor's degree in 
‘este from Grambling Sute Uz- 
versity sod a master of Bos art ia 

rom tbe Actors Studia pro 
gam ia New York Cty. Tee Tye ory 
He олтешу teaches African-American theater asd heey of oe 
lng м Contra Costa Community College. And be is a золиг 
community educator for STAND! agaist dosente violence. 
~The conflicts thst are involved in thls fly бага оруп 
sion: the barriers, which causes a wedge between the lve DAY 
have for cach other — бш is he making ofa wonderful баша 
Ten sid. 
“Tis is Mr. hy's fist tine directing in Benicia, "I ara hogorê 
that (BOTTG) hes ене фе project o me,” Ivory sald. “t's 
my hope that people will come out osc the play and bring their 
ente emily 


‘Actor Auditions Scheduled 


100. Those wo 

sinas Toone 
ee id 

Tor five men куз 1645: ose woman 
done p ege 7-10. Tee no compensation. 


сй 16-59% ю mete an mon sppoistnent for Му Ш or 19- 
Ca don айыда чїй е held July 28 on 7.9 pan. итә BDES. 
Дай Toe sho wil тш боа Ол. 13 wo Non, 6, Visir our web paga = 
tenscisoldtownhestregovp cem 


aar e 


Vatana مه‎ hem 
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EP TE well 


of boon 
wien 
Mize fix 1x 
me Vee bur? fan 
dee fel 
stra Vr stangh Now 


The plays wysies a seven menter 
tem lance Terence Dye Ny ond 
dene on нич "угушу Res en the 
semble cherry Ho sand he wan fer 
lend, nelson, iv- 
ing cst. You 
A gre deal 
gets abo: 
The actors, Ivory aid. handled the script 
with ach cre and touzhifulness. 
“The play fs se rich with universal 


coliavenc: 


ВЕНА OM Town | hemes and conflicts" he sid. "We worked 


Toere Сор 


enint ре 


very lend 10 being firth so many universal 
themes ~ through fo the aliene. 


"mm 

Qu vm tmt Noa Bate Mer 
EA Val t Wi 1 3. ig Becr 
ies gm d Wn em таму) mid Sa 
eps i 1 pe c Sandi. тамо er S 
м Seer 
LET ike vpn Ne Gus avas 
Shem reg ml ab er ml 
а атм Оа 17, ests 
Торна 
БРС 
ОО 


“The play's main — and most tragic — 
character, Troy Matson, played by Dennis 
McReynolds, is по stranger to hanktip. In. 
light of the changing times. Troy finds him- 
self dealing with a shifting world of uncer- 
tainties and cultural pitfalls. 

‘Lamont Young's character, Bono, stats 
off as an sdmirer of Troy's, Later, Young 
said, "(Dono) becomes kind of an anchor for 
his conscience" 


“Dear бе pay focuses on cep fly. 
Me cod ba pe et od lia Ak wk 
Cam rentes Lx Baro. wha муз Call 
“Thee Memes мт түши hey can 
in ag oder hs prep "The fae 
by pny t ein wii serine bere ty т 
raya bat м «тө tre ck fend 
prets 
У меу (Man) wrote ita encom- 
the ente Галу, Two's ig par- 
Тын sald bo aliad ot and ro бетиме 
дараро, Burns sad. "1 wad’ hene а 
prolem with ny chien sect” 
Children эге even а pert f бе cet: 
Huesca cl Madven Green pays nel 
being out (o tze) wil all 


pasts the vcone in which she sings the soni, 
"Hear it Ring.” 

Mosca Morgan, who plays Lyora, said 
he couldn't pass up the opportunity to work 
with Ivory. "h's been such a kaming experi- 
ence, the things he's teaching ne.” Morgan. 


"rh ро dongeri жейеы hak” 
EIER 
For cs mener Er Thorp 


“Thorne aid he has armed а 


биттей an an actor 


and io oot Mis f 


airs, "I's not Me painting a pictum 


p 


i this mt foem, yon are бе conv 
ences" is definitely n show 1 


seeing, sad BOTTG publicist Dj 


Wh 


said. “T ve grown tremendously" ns an actor. 


€— 


baseball, redemption, race, and other themes central to American Me. 


Tho late August Wilson play premiered in 1995, and won its already distinguished author the first of two Pulitzera. Tho play is 
part of tho The Pittsburgh Cycle, a series of ten plays, each one examining a different decade of tho twentieth contury. 
through the prism of Pittsburgh's Hil District and Its African American population. Fencos takes placo in tho transitional, ionic. 


19509, ond director Terrence Tyrie Ivory does a fine job of capturing that decade's flavor without making ostentatious efforts 
lo mako it a period piece. 


Fences tells the story of the Maxon family, with tho spotlight unblinkingly set on its patriarch, Troy, a sanitation worker and 
father of two in his mid-fiies. The play opens on a Friday evening as Troy and his friend Bono aro making the Jolly элик to 
“Troy's house, where the two wil begin the witticism and whisky-powered brand of jocular me killing that both have obviousty 
observed for decades. In a way nether forced nor cursory, the two friends’ banter manages to highlight many of the Issues lo 
‘come: Troy resents the segregated nature of his job, тоско the overty-hyped stats of baseball stara black and white, end gets 
‘a disqulating Unke in his eyo as he discusses an Alabama gid with “hips wide as the Mississippi River. Though hardship and 


Benicia Magazine | Local Production of "Fences" Knocks it Out of t... 


[ 


"ww beniclamagazine.com/core/pagetools phpitpageid=119) 


tragedy wil make their violent appearances, much of the play's action occurs during these moments of ease which, as the. 
play goes on, become harder for Troy to sustain. 


‘Troy's home is a small but comfortable row-housa. It has ә well-wom stoop, a roof that wants tarring, and tho eponymous, 
fence. a tkolotal, wobbly thing that one might generously describe as a work in progress. Beyond the fence stands a treo. 
чот which a practice baseball dangles ominously, an ever-present temptation for Troy to lapsa Into the heady mix of 
nostalgia and bittemess with which he views Ме a5 he recalls his own former prowess on the diamond. The set designers did 
э commendable job of creating an environment that both radiates human warmth and eerily suggests the sadness to соте. 


Troy shares his home with his grateful, forgiving, young wife Rose and their only child Cory, a hardworking high schoo! 
‘student, promising football player, and almost crppüngly dutiful son to Troy, who has Ие faith in sports to better the tives of 
black pooplo. Soon into the first act. we find that football recruiters see much potential in Cory, and Cory, despite his positon 


at tho A&P where ho works to help his family, is giving serious consideration to their offer. The frictions arieing from this 
ambition are one of the main strands in the plot. 


In addition to the three Maxons, two supporting roles enliven the production. One Is Lyons, Troy's ton from an earlier 
‘lationship. Lyons is mooch in his thirties with avowed musical interests and и magnetic pul towards his father's paycheck: 
‘Troy seems not to mind his son's sofcitations, as they give him a chanco to spill out some of his choice insults (0.9. "ТЇ до to 
hell and play blackjack with the devil before | give you ten dollars.) And then there's Troy's brother, Gabo, n self-proclaimed 
Vegetable salesman who received а war wound that left him mentally unstable, Gabe claims to havo visited heaven, he 
caries а bugle to alert the angels, and he speaks like a man who swallowed a fl volume car radio tuned to a loony AM. 
‘station. He's a wild presence, but like the Fool in King Lear, Gabe is a character whose apparent ramblings contain much 
Prophetic and poetic power. To Troy's shame, Gaba is also the funnel through which government subsidies reach Troy's 


tote, nee el pat ew qud aceti Of a an Cabot hes Odes 
Витез carries off the role with brio and manic energy. 1-5, 


Troy both larger than Ме and wincingly human. 


‘Troy is also tho lens through which we view the play' most significant missing character, Troy's father, a loveless, humorless 


‘sharecropper whose behavior spumed Troy to leave tho South at 14. His father’s 
parenting ways: in Cory, Troy finds the one person in whom he can find his 
‘only man who wil сэй him, “sr” in eamest. When 
Troy shows that the sins of the father dio hard. 


legacy is a dark one that colors Troy's own 


overbearing sente of authority recognized, tho 
Cory begins to assert his own Interests, and vio for genuine Гапа! love, 


good, then there wil bo many more plays indeed. 


1028/10 10:057 
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THE CAST OF "The Nerd,” back row: Sean Beecroft (the Nerd), Peter 
DelFiorentino (the Theater Critic), Leon Goertzen (Willum), Natalie Rapp 


(Tansy). Front row: Chuck Schilling (the Boss), Nathaniel Correll (his 
Son), and Karyn Knowles (the School Teacher). The Benicia Old Town 
“Theatre Group production runs through May 14. 

Dyanne Vojvoda photos 


By David Ryan Palmer 
Assistant Editor 


I you base the success of a comedy on how much the audience laughs — and especially on how 
much the reviewer in the audience laughs — then "The Nerd,” written by playwright Larry Shue in 
1981 and staged this spring by Benicia Old Town Theatre Group, is a rousing, smash hit. 


BOTTG's latest production, directed by alum Clinton Vidal, had a few missteps on opening night 
Friday. But none were enough to mar an evening of wit and hilarity. Simply put, if you like to laugh, 
this is a must-see show. 


"The play is so funny, in fact, you forget yourself while watching it. It helps that the characters manage 
to be familiar archetypes without becoming cliches — a fact for which all credit must be given the 
talented cast. 


Take Willum Cubbert, played by Actors Equity member Leon Goertzen in his first BOTTG 
production. Willum is an architect in Terre Haute, Ind. in 1979. He's not a very exciting guy — in 
fact he's kind of a doormat, confident enough in ies but easily pushed around by his client, 
hotel owner Wamock Waldgrave, played by Chuck Schilling; by his friend Axel Hammon, played 
delightfully by Peter DelFiorentino; and by his girlfriend, Tansy McGuiness, played by Natalie Rapp. 
‘With friends like these 


Willum also gets pushed around by the titular Nerd himself, Rick Steadman, played to absolute 
perfection by Sean Beecroft. 


Beecroft's shiny bald head, nasally voice, horrible laugh and horrible personal habits don't really jibe 
‘with the modem understanding of a "nerd." He's not the kind of socially withdrawn math whiz people 
‘often think of as а nerd today. Instead, Steadman is a social boor, a man who feels confident that he's 
loved and respected even as he openly insults the guests in Willum's home. 


‘The Nerd thinks of himself as the pinnacle of social grace even as his shirt sticks prominently out of 
‘bis zipper. What do you do with someone like this? 
‘Thus we see Willum’s dilemma. 


‘The story begins when Willum is set to have bis latest client, Waldgrave, his wife Clelia (played by 
Karyn Knowles in her first comedy role) and son Thor (played by 10-year-old Nathaniel Correll) over 
fora dinner party, Waldgrave's got his own problems, particularly the fact that his son is a spoiled brat 
— partly because Clelia is too permissive and partly because Waldgrave would rather give the kid 
‘money fo behave than resort to any kind of discipline. Clelia, а harried schoo! teacher, herself has 
rather strange stress-relicving habits: Never have I heard a broken cup elicit quite that kind of audible 
reaction. 


‘Then Rick arrives. Ob, does he attive. The man has a special quality: He instantly takes everyone out 
‘of their comfort zone. His social awkwardness and lack of perception heightens everyone else's. 
‘cuaractertgaits: Willum pets walked on even more, Alex becomes even sharkier, Thor is сусп more of 
a brat, Clelia is stressed to the max, Waldgrave gets angrier and angrier, and Tansy is pushed into a 
лавова) role into which she does not fit very well, to say the least, Rick's presence subverts 
expectations, and that’s the point: The play's chief goal is to take the audience's expectations and put. 
‘them on ther bead 


“That includes an ending that is such a delightful surprise, you'll be caught completely off guard. 


THEATRE N 


"the audience 
never stops tòu 


BY LARRY SH 


tonic pf « 
bruising laugh 


April 22 hy Pad iy 


THRU Clinton Vi 
May 14 


Friday 


D 
Saturday 
B pm. 
Sunday 
Matinees 
“NEW TIME" 
2 pm. 
Located at 


B.D.E.S. Hall Û 
140 West J, Siel 
Benicia 


LEON GOERTZEN (Willum) and Natalie Rapp (Tansy). 


The main reason for the ending having the impact it does: the play's shining star, Peter 
DelFiorentino. Where Goertzen's Willum is the straight man protagonist and Rapp's Tansy is the 
80s-fashionionable heroine (BOTTG's costuming really hits the mark), it's DelFiorentino’s wild-can 
portrayal of Axel Hammond, a drama critic after my own heart, that makes everything work. 


DelFiorentino gets some of the best lines in the play: Whenever Axel makes an aside or a snide 
remark to one of the other players, you can’t help but chuckle, He has so many tricks up his sleeve it 
would take an over-the-top performance to really capture the character — and congrats to us, that's 
what we get. 


DelFiorentino's bio in the playbill mentions his previous role in a production of Mel Brooks's “The 
Producers,” and it's easy to sce some of Max Bialystock in Axel, a shrewd, inventive, absolutely 
adorable liar and cheat. He may not be as ruthlessly self-interested as Bialystock, but he's just as 
entertaining. I'd love to see a version of Brooks's masterpiece with DelFiorentino as Bialystock and 
Goertzen as Leo Bloom. 


There were, of course, a few missteps in BOTTG's opening night performance. Portions of the show 
Where characters listen in on Willum's home phone — a scene involving an '80s-style answering 
machine — were difficult to hear: The audicnce had trouble understanding what someone was saying 
through the playback. In other places a few players dropped lines and missed cues, resulting in a bite 
hurried improvisation. 


But you only notice these things because of how good the rest of the show is. Long after Vd left the 


theater I was thinking back to the show and chuckling at some antic of the Nerd, some aside by 
DelFiorentino or Goertzen's funniest moment, involving a silver platter and an apple core. 


"The Nerd” came together nicely and after a slightly shaky opening night can only improve. Iris 
showing through mid-May, See it. You will not be disappointed. 


1 You Go 
Benicia Old Town Theatre Group's “The Nerd” will be performed Fridays at 8 pum., Saturdays 
at 8 pam, and Sundays al 2 pan, at the BES, Hall, 140 West J St, through May 14. Visit 
beniclankltowntheatreermin.con or call 707-746-1269 far tlekets and other information. 
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SUNDAYOUTLOOK 


Vallejo actor takes on the Prairie 


By тиене, 


lenging feat well." 
„Voice of the Prairie" is set in 

023 and transitions back and. eo 
forth between the memories of two cpu ems 
of the characters in 1855 and the er perform 
tality of 1022 against the back 
drop of the development of com 
‘mercial radio, 


Paula MeConpei) 
‘The Voice 9f the Prairie: another hit from 
Benicia theater group 


In recent years, The Benicia TOM graduated from predictable slapstick face to 
intriguing vehicles in theater "resonate with the audience for daya 


They have done just that with their an. chon of “The Voice ofthe Prairies Written by John Olive and 
rd directed by the formidable Casy co 


“Voice of the Prairie» 


2 Rta Ol Town Tee cp 
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* 2pm. Sunday 

Еа wo vents, ars 

EET 

I eg gg 
. - The тоир should also be. complimented in their efforts. Of what is known in ‘theatre as “colorblind” 

ittle 1970s nerd gets right back in town ae 


Sof i 
show about life-long bonds р relationships, rot only though ‘ly ties, but through business ana 
„Personal interactions as well 


Nis tory of great personal sucess, ‘long With love and commitment interrvined witha bit of history 


122011 
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Review: Reefer Madness: The Musical brings the laughs to Benicia - ContreCostaTimes.... Page 1 o 


Review: 
Benicia 


By Pat Craig Correspondent Son Jose Mercury News 
Posed 


There is probably something to offend everyone in Benicia Old Town 
"Reefer Madness: The Musical," 


leofor Madness! by the Bonica Old Те 
Tow, Matthow R. King, Alana 
Gianna 


‘and Michael Doppe. 


Reefer ... 


M Continus trom e8 


There have been a number of theatrical 
movies (see "Evil Dead: The Musical" 
the '30s movie with the same пате, I 
Pot propaganda film during midnight 


кеа “Reefer Madness" 
AA or selecting the musical, eure always Joke 
ing fr quit oss ark ra sker 
Jost ol coincidence, sald Clark: that the show 
аю Ap or ism Ed 
“Pre diab lock? Clark ald “Же da oven 
now boat he 


Someone mid Tats 
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Soon Jimmy has left school. 
finds herself alone in the pew she once shared with Ji 


Naturally, she, 


stop. 


Director Matthew Ti 
Diaz and Reardon turning in excellent and wonderfully skilled comic. 
smaller roles also 


the show, 


‘Sst designer Brian Hough's simple vet is exible and. 
smoke emerging from 


blackouts, 


1 But if you ignore the parts that make steam 
factory, and relax and enjoy this funny 


Leonie 7 


ContraCostaTimes.com 


"Reefer Madness: The Musical! 


Theatre Group's production of 
‘currently onstage in the historic BDES Hall, 


Pour out your ears like the. 


noon Whistle at a widget 
and surprisingly tuneful show, 


youll have a much better time, 


believes in because he probably 
have to search for the message, 
crazy, which the Benicia cast does 


productions in recent years that spoof cult films and bad 

ог "Point Break Live"). This “Reefer” is only slightly related to 
nstead, it takes off from the zaniness students found in the ad. 
screenings beginning in the 60s. 


are addicts riding a. 
in the way, giggli 
and (horror of 


‘and church. which he mocks, and poor little Mary Lane (Adria Swan) 
immy. 


too, becomes addicted to reefer and the tragedy unfolds quicker thana NASCAR pit 


exe Miller has pace and cast the show brilliantly, with Bigorins, Swan, Dopp 
performances. Those in the 


perform well, and Miller has made sure all of them get at least one stas tum daring. 


Provides a large viewing screen, wbich ven has 


he ®т. Other эн pieces are moved on and olf the мае during bre 
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Adria Swan (MARY LANE) - Adria is ta be performing, 
in her hometown for the first time with She was last seen 
as Luisa in The Fantasticks with Spreckels Theatre 

Other recent credits include: Chicago (Willows Theatre 
Wizard of Oz (Diablo Theatre Company), All Shook Up 
and Oliver! (Contra Costa Musical Theatre). She has enjoyed 


for ‘Reefer Madness’ put ur Su i working with this fun and crazy group of people. 


May 9-13; Devon May Fait. | 
By Rich Freedman посо Dogg wih Ом Bleek. Michael Doppe (JIMMY HARPER) - Michael is an ARTY, ELLY, and. 
Te nid irt head ven ad Gey esi Friday (19-310. BATCC nominated actor, writer, director, musician, member of the 
{eee wan Pt Vassar May 11: “Rats in the Alley” improv comedy troupe, and graduate of the SCT 
"Actor Training Program" (с.о. 2010). Past Credits include The Pirates 
of Penzance (Berkeley Playhouse), Thoroughly Modern Mithe (PCRT). 
Assassins (КОТ), Anita Bryant Died For Your Sins (NCTC), Annio, 
‘Thoroughly Modern Millie, The Producers, Noises ОН (SGT/Harbor 
Theatre), and Peter Pan (Solano Repertory Company). “Dopp” is во 
ploased to be part of such an amazing show with so many trusting, 
| creative collaborators. 
"Thank you for taking me on this Salacious Carpet Ride!” 


sm WE OD | | Ted V. Bigornia (Lecturer) - Ted is very excited to be making his BOTTG 

movies, 8 p.m., music 6:30 рт. debut. He was last seen in Solano County eight years ago at Vallejo 
Music Theatre Group's production of A CHORUS LINE as "Paul" for 

which he was nominated for an Arty. Most recently, Ted starred and 


his partner Jim for his eternal support and patience! 


Jiterature/Libraries 

‘Ongoing; Regional poets . А 
EE Акра 1 J Alana Diaz (MAE) - 2011 Actors Training Program Alumni (SCT); 2006 
month. Ongoing; Могилу Teen ^ 7 Y Conservatory for the Performing Arts Summer Intensive Program 
y S асре ма , » (NY,NY) Alumni. Member of Rats іп the Alley improv troupe. Recent 
ibrary, 505 Santa X Ң . productions: The People's Temple as Ensemble, Napa Valley 
EE MEE Al 15: Veiane Performing Arts Center; Thoroughly Modern Millie as Mrs, Meers, 
эй сонша їз monly Wi Ve Ари Re ie Opera presents "Ао. music by Solano College Theatre (SCT); Bye Bye Birdie as Rosie Alvarez, SCT. 
laming Days, fourh Wednesday — napa.com. Verdi, Bay Terrace Thealre, 
every month, 3:90 pm.. 'Ongolng;Tha Marin Center 51 Daniels Ave., Vallejo. 
‘gph Room. presents: The Romeros, Royal 
' Ongolng; ProfefsPoetryby — Family of Guitar, April 21, 8 p. 
ıo Bay. 810 11 рт, Panama рене Reynolds, Apri 2, April 20-May 19: Boricia Od 
‘ed, Ferry Building, 289 Mare. 3 p.m, (415) 4573-6800, Town Theatre Group presents 
sand Way, Vallejo. Open mie marincanteror. “Reslar Madness,” DOES Hal, 
согу show, avory second and Friday and Saturdays; 140 West J St. (JOT) 746-1268. 
ah Thursday. S. Bevery Lodge, D.J. 3p. 

Kitchen opens 4 p.m. 21 and. 

ливіс ‘over, 9 pm. to 130 dm, DJ; 


MADNESS4200PEN- Itshowsthe use ofmari- fuli bard support. and Adam Serafino of 
Reefer ... ING DAY freeway sin Juana and the conflicting The subject matter Vallejo, Mihae! Reardon 
that raised a few eye- views and controversy as 7 and Gianna wiGregorio of 
‘Continued 58 brows, Miller said. a springboard to a larger Vacaville, Matthew R. 
hard einde VAT pening April elle idee з 
phone calls to the city.. г opening April Tustin ol 
AE Ene point the sien was эд significance caught оор that pushes lhe ‘Hercules. 
‘how that's зо inappropri- 3 taken down. People е board by surprise, envelope," Miller said. “Reefer Madness” 
‘ate, hilarious and bril- thought it was graffiti,” Miller said. “They've been incredibly reunites Miller with cho- 
Miller ‘April 20—or420— is supportive in the process — reographer Megan Glynn. 
a uni 1 symbol forthe of putting the show on." The two worked together 
use and appreciation of Miller said he's at Solano Community 
been marijuana. And, In some thrilled withthe “ineredi- College. 
buzz" about the local pro circles, it's known as ble cast" that includes: "She was the first per- 
duction. “Marijuana Adria Swan, Michael son I reached out to,” 
“People are talking Appreciation Day.” Doppe, and Colleen ‘Miller said. “She's so 
about it. They're excited "To be honest, it is a ‘McAdams of Benicia, Ted quirky and funny and 
about seeing it,” Miller incidence," Miller said. У. Bigornia;Alana Diaz, silly. Perfect for this.” 
said. ‘When I got hired as 
ıe thought of having director, they told me the 


the Benicia police “stage” April 20 and. n = 
MEES a men [а Times-Herald 
Р Жаша oe ret тан ir raid | 
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‘Not that Miller hasn't Мо it's a huge part of 
Ri der. noUcedike recent raids our marketing campaign.” rt 
and money and the way 12 00е advert pa rhe Submit birthday entries to: 
sad money and way pub. and possible inadvertent Боп includes your basic lay 2 
Hie opinion. The theme is Publicity for “Reefer "drugs, sex and rock'n Y Times-Herald Birthdays, 


ti ^ Madness." roll," Miller said he 
We nica may IS s0 interesting he wouldnt cst anyone urlola Pkwy, Vallejo, СА 94590 


have its conservative seg- ‘timing on that,” he said. under 18 and received ‘Entries must De "Mt loast 
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ler 40 years in theater 


Mixe Jory/Times- Herald 
The Bene Oti Town Theatro Guild's ‘Reefer Madness,’ which opons tonight, kicks off the 40ih year that 


Dan Clar has been mvolved in ona capacity or another with the organization. 


Clark 


LLL 


Hare) шташ, в mainstay at BOTTG du 
үй years, remembered directing Clark in 1979 
Te `N Flea in Her Ear” 

an bas been a very good leader and staunch 

‘ofthe BOTTG,” Diavatis said. "He has 
instrumental is its continued success. 

Though the lead actors may got the plaudits, it 
an tako Tong for Clark to appreciate the heroes 
LII 

"I realised that for every person, every hour on. 
Maie thore wore people spending dozens of hours 
ЭЙ stage supporting that" Clark sald. "Building 
jets doing costumes and publicity and selling tick- 
wi. manning the bar After a while, I thought 1 
‘ould be giring back 1o that side of it abd spend 
‘Sore time in production. Even when 1 do act, Tm 
Unvolved in building sets.” 

"Trying to convince others along the way that, 
perhaps. community theater means that — helping 
he ориу aspect of it and not using It as a 

lowering pad foe a career that won't likely ignite. 

"We get attore who wander in here — and we're 
имли! fer that and the many hours they put in 
Send distance they travel to get here — but you 
never see them down building sets or picking up a 
{ринг Clark said. “ИЗ a running joke that 
gers think the theater fairy shows up and sup. 

ies costumes abd seb." 
бе. nii ee years later, Clark still does it, 

Mang ith his wife. Dyanne Vojvoda, and a core of 


he 
fo Be understood myom ao he arn't zona to 
nest George У OF, much eprlier, 
Кавар 
э petition years ago and told 
7 said Clark laughing, gur. 
in three or four 


jons 

ТА lot of shows, we do ensembles.” he said. “Its 
lequal рат» that make the whole, which, I think, is 
* good thing for community theater. You don't like 
We get trapped into this ‘star’ thing - 

However. Clark vaid he's по! one to put the 
than to anyone's dream, 

“They're poing to have to learn the hard way.” 
he said “Irs tough burners When 1 was 20.21, 1 
tapad with the ioa of doing И and roared T need. 
more security You have to have а huge ego and 
teni 1o шї» the rejection that bappens al the 


bug you're going to do 
ld "And Gold bless you Follow 


a 
prodartion — Heeler Madness,” which 


"Bott re ayet Vo be back acting soon. 
Fences 


Augur Wisan Groot Ameri 
Mure! ` Or -Rester Madaess ^ 
ANI. br Aan the Ud ond ve have to be 
fes the rnit of beeing the doors open 
ia Сылу мы" 


found Vojvoda via a mutual friend. They've been 
together 30 years and married for 20, 

"The problem, Clark said, is that they can’t 
escape the theater. 

“We never get away from it," he said. “It s 
like its all we talk about." 

Since only the director and perhaps a free- 
lance choreographer or musical director ge 
paid, all connected are volunteers, Clark 
acknowledged. 

“And it's a lot of work. I've told people over the. 
years, if you can't get off on standing in the back 
of the hall and watching the audience enjoy them- 
selves and having them smile and shake your 
hand on the way out, this isn't for you. That's got 
to be your reward. Otherwise, it can be a thank 
less job." 

Clark cherishes the friends he's met during 40 
the years, 

that you think you 
Clark said. "You 
have all these affirmations, ‘Ob, we're going to be 
best friends forever; and you don't see any of 
these people again." 

The comedy "Harvey" in 1973. The drama * 
in the Winter.” The farce “Tartuffe.” All early 
ing gigs for Clark as he slowly turns the pages of a 

rapbook documenting the 96 BOTTG 
productions, 

“Periodically, I look at all these to remind. 
myself how far I've sunk," he chuckled. 

Clark said nothing is more true than a sign 
posted in front of the venue: “Put a little drama. 
into your Ше, Join BOTT 

BOTTG president Clinton Vidal sald Clark's 
experience is evident. 

"The longevity of the group and success is a 
large part due to Dan and Dyanne and the coro. 
that keeps the heart beat,” Vidal said, adding that 
‘young people сап learn from Clark about "a basie 
education how a community theatre runs.” 


By Rich Freedman 


Pre Herat stat ardar 


A Contra Costa County publie. 
Atender, the now-rotired Dan 
was well eehooled in workin 
ose typically a bit short of cash. 

Basically, ıt primed Clark for running 
a community theater organization. 

Yet, despite budget constraints, the 
occasional headache of an actor or direc: 
tor, and last second-theatrical disasters, 
Clark has remained an anchor àt the 
Benicia Old Town Theatre Group for 
AD years. 

Yes, 40, Four decades, Ten presiden- 
tial terms. A milestone that few attain 
doing anything. 

But here Clark is at 65, still working 
оп stage and behind-the-scenes, Still 
climbing the stairs — albeit slowly with a 
new left knee — at the BDES Hall in 
downtown Benicia, 

He's been in roughly 30 productions as 
an actor, dozens more doing every other 
chore it takes to keep a nonprofit func- 
tioning. He's been on the board a com- 
bined 20 years, including five terms as 
board prez. And he's in his fifth go-round 
as board vice president. He's also direet- 
ed one production, though he'd rather 
leave that to the younger and more 
experienced. 

"I laugh about my masochism level," 
grinned Clark. “But I'm still here.” 

He was a self-admitted “firebrand” at 
25 when it all began in 1972, a mere el 
years before the BOTTG was created. 
Worked a show backstage, eventually get- 
ting acting roles, 


ш Soo Clark, 78 


KEVIN MURPHY 
Musis by 


Page 2 of 3 


Page 1 of 3 


BENICIA д, 
2994 thing T don't 
poe marijuana, 


1 
Possibly have 
"сето a near. fava) 
8001 overdose, 


xRecfer Madness 
Musical" ls ao 


Mario 
Perfect time to. Smale ad, Sum 
pe, е a doobie, Ey; yd 
BY in font of me age deny 


Sa rliend Mary Lang 


Lonely Pen, Meet Shirky А PSI 1 be, as one 
D POW." which featured ше ДД, sipped in passie e rios to 
inay rhyming op C" She had nice 
eren and 


BP qi Tepublie.comenertainmen I intox; ЕТА 
"dailyrep, 
ML 
Ste mus i 
imoxicating 
542012 


PAGE 


68 


PAGE 69 


